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OUTDOOR RECREATION

All outdoor recreation
on Vandenberg is
discontinued until further
notice. This includes
hunting, fishing, hiking,
mountain biking, surfing,
scuba diving, bird
watching, horseback
riding, and any other
outdoor recreational
activities outside of the
main cantonment area.
Surf Beach is still open 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday
through Monday as is the
golf course. For more
information, call the fish
and wildlife section at
606-6804.

STOP LOSS

With Stop Loss in
effect beginning May 2,
the family support center
is continuing mandatory
pre-separation briefings
and Transition Assis-
tance Program seminars
for airmen previously
scheduled to separate or
retire. By staying up-to-
date on these required
sessions, airmen can
ensure their plans are not
held up once Stop Loss
is lifted. For more
information, call Larry
Davis at 605-0134.

GRAB AND GO
Breaker’s Dining
Facility offers new Chill
Blast grab and go items
that can be heated in a
microwave. They consist
of one entree and two
side items and are
available during all meal
periods at the Breakers.

CLINIC CLOSURE

The 30th Medical
Group is closed for
training the fourth
Thursday of each month.
Those with emergencies,
a threat to life, limb or
eyesight, should call 911
or report to the nearest
emergency room. For
urgent care, call (800)
252-3299 or 606-2273.

EMERGENCY DATA

All active-duty mem-
bers of Team Vandenberg
must complete their
virtual record of emer-
gency data online by
Sunday. Information on
the VRED is used to
notify members’ next of
kin in the event of an
emergency. Members
can access the Virtual
Military Personnel Flight
Web site from their home
or office computer at
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil.

CORRECTION

The Air Force test
program to provide
childcare for mildly ill
children is run by family
member programs and
not by family services.
For more information, call
Ken Ostini, 30th Services
Squadron chief of Family
Member Programs, at
606-0313.

VENDOR DAY 2003
Various businesses
set up promotional
display tables from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. April 17 at
the Pacific Coast Club.
The displays show what
the commercial world has
to offer to military
members, civil servants,
families and contractors.
All Vandenberg is invited
to attend. Call 606-6439.

SMT HOME DELIVERY
The Space & Missile

By Jim GARAMONE

American Forces Press Service

B WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Operations to disarm Iraq have
begun, President Bush announced
during a speech to America
Wednesday night.

The president confirmed the
early stages of military operations
to disarm Irag, to free its people
and to defend the world.

News reports from Baghdad
showed anti-aircraft artillery
streaming into the sky. Western
reporters spoke of hearing bombs
drop inthewestern part of the city
— which is home to many
government buildings.

“Onmy orders, codition forces
have begun striking selected
targets of military importance to
undermine Saddam Hussein’s
ability towagewar,” the president
said from the Oval Officeat 10:15
p.m. Eastern time. Bush stressed
thiswill be a broad and concerted
campaign.

He said the coalition — 35
nations contributing in avariety of
ways — is moving to disarm
Hussein and put a stop to his
murderous rule. “Every nation in
this coalition has chosen to bear
the duty and share the honor of
sharing in our common defense,”
Bush said.

Bush had direct words to the

PHoTo BY STAFF SGT. DERRICK GOODE

SOUTHWEST ASIA -- The first of two Air Force F-117 Nighthawks lands in the early
morning hours at aforward-deployed air base after amission Thursday. Nighthawks
from the 8th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron out of Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.,
are deployed supporting all ongoing operations.

more than 250,000 U.S. service
membersin the area of operations.

“The peace of atroubled world
and the hopes of an oppressed
people now depend on you,” the
president said. “ That trust iswell-
placed. The enemiesyou confront
will soon know your skill and
bravery. The people you liberate
will witness the honorable and

decent spirit of the American
military.”

Hesaid that once again Saddam
Hussein has placed innocent
civiliansamid military targets. He
assured the world that coalition
forces will do all they can to
minimize lragi casualties.

Bush observed the conflict will
be dangerous, but U.S. commitment

Command cancels GC-03

B PETERSON AFB, Colo. - Air
Force Space Command announced
Tuesday that it canceled Guardian
Challenge 2003 because a high
operations tempo requires it to
focus its resources on day-to-day
operations.

The workload associated with
training for the competition, dated
for May 5-9, along with the efforts

required to actually conduct the
competition would increase an
aready high operationstempo that
includes morethan 1,000 deployed
AFSPC members.

“While Guardian Challenge
providesagreat opportunity to test
our readiness and warfighting
capabilities, the nation’s space and
missile warfighters are fully

tasked,” said Gen. Lance Lord,
AFSPC commander.

This year’s competition would
have marked the 36th anniversary
of the event, which beganin 1967.
The competition hasbeen canceled
only one other time. That wasin
1968, at the height of the Vietnam

War.
See GC-03 Page A5

By AirMaN 1sT CLASS BRYAN FRANKS

Tigers reunite at heritage ball

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

W The Flying Tigers celebrated 60 years of pride
and heritage at the 14th Air Force Heritage Ball
Saturday at the Pacific Coast Club.

Morethan adozen origina ChinaFlying Tigers
cametogether with family and friendsto celebrate
therich history of the 14th Air Force.

TheFlying Tigersgot their start in 1941, when
Maj. Gen. Clarie Chennault was assigned the task
of recruiting pilots for the American Volunteer
Group, later known as the famed Flying Tigers.
Then in 1943, he took command of the newly
formed 14th Air Force, beginning ahistory of pride
and heritage.

“Thereisarichlegacy of those who have gone
before,” said retired Gen. Ronald Fogleman, former
Air Forcechief of staff. “1 have admired all those
who have served and continue to serve.”

Maj. Gen. Michael Hamel, 14th AF commander
dedicated a collage of Air Force art and photos
honoring the Flying Tigers. The collage coversa
wall outsidethe Pecific Coast Club’sWarrior Room.

The general thanked everyone, including
Fogleman, former 14th AF commandersand wing
commanders, and U.S. Rep. Elton Gallegly, for
joining himin celebrating 60 yearsof Flying Tigers
history.

“Tonight we' re here to honor the people past
and present of the 14th Air Force Flying Tigers
and what they contributed,” Hamel said. Heritage
ballsthroughout 14th AF show support for troops
here and abroad, he added.

More than 275 revelers enjoyed the music of
the U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West.

During the ball, celebrants recognized the Gen.
CharlesA. Horner Award recipients, Capt. Robert

\

PHTo BY STAFF SGT. JAMES ILLIAMS
Retired Capt. Bill Smith shares stories
of the Flying Tigers with Capt. Kevin
Brooks, 14th Air Force, at the heritage
ball Saturday.

Lyman, 50th Space Communications Squadron
commander at Schriever AFB, Colo. and Senior
Master Sgt. Steven Callion, superintendent of the
460th Medical Operations Flight at Buckley AFB,
Colo.

Tech. Sgt. Roslyn L ee, madame of ceremonies,
summed up the evening best with her toast, “To
the legendary bravery, contributions and sacrifice
of the men and women of our past 14th Air Force
Flying Tigers. May we never forget theimportant
rolethey played in defeating our enemieswherever
they were around the globe.”

Ten earn senior master sergeant stripe

B Congratulations to the fol-
lowing Team Vandenberg
master sergeants selected for
promotion to senior master
sergeant.

Daniel Dwight, 14th Air
Force

Glen Eckart, 614th Space

Squadron

Operations Squadron

Rudy Gutierrez, 30th Security
Forces Squadron

Jeffrey Hall, 576th Flight Test

David Malone, 576th FLTS
Alfred Marasse, Detachment
1, 345th Training Squadron

Richard Niner, 30th Space
Wing

Sean Reilly, Detachment
9, Space and Missile
Systems Center

James Truman, 614th
SOPS

Gregory Williams, 576th FLTS

will not end with victory. He
promised Americawill help feed the
population of Iraq and rebuild the
infrastructure of the oil-rich land.
But eventhen, the United States
will not stay in the nation one
second longer than necessary.
“We have no ambition in Iraq
except to remove a threat and
restore control of that country to

.begins Iraqgi liberation

its own people,” Bush said.

The president a so spoke of the
sacrifice made by the relatives of
American service members. “I
know that the families of our
military are now praying that all
those who serve will return safely
and soon,” he said.

“Millions of Americans are
praying with you for the safety of
your loved ones and for the
protection of theinnocent. For your
sacrifice, you have the gratitude
and respect of the American
people. And you can know our
forceswill be coming homeassoon
astheir work isdone.”

Bush pointed out that now is
the time to confront the threat
Saddam Hussein has become.
Waiting will only make things
worse, hesaid. “Wewill not live at
themercy of an outlaw regimethat
threatens the peace with weapons
of mass murder. We will meet that
threat now with our Army, Air
Force, Navy, Coast Guard and
Marines, so we will not have to
meet it later with armies of
firefighters, and police and doctors
on the streets of our cities.”

Hestressed the U.S. military will
apply decisive force to ensure a
speedy campaign. “| assure you
thiswill not beacampaign of half-
measures and we will accept no
outcome but victory,” he said.

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN STEVE SCHESTER

The last Atlas IIAS rocket to be launched from
Vandenberg arrives aboard a C-5 Galaxy March 12. The
rocket is set to launch in June carrying a National
Reconnaissance Office payload.

Last Atlas Il arrives

By 2nD L1. JENNIFER WHITAKER

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

B The last Atlas IIAS ever to be
launched from the West Coast
arrived here March 12. A
gargantuan C-5 Galaxy from
Denver, Colo. ferried the historic
booster and its Centaur upper
stage, landing at Vandenberg's
airfieldaround 10:30 am.

Lt. Cal. Clinton Crosier, 2nd
Space Launch  Squadron
commander, said the booster and
upper stage would spend a week
at aprocessing facility beforebeing
convoyed out to Space Launch

30T1H COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON PHOTO

Complex-3for stacking. TheAtlas
is dated to launch in June.

Crosier said he recognizes the
significance of thislaunch.

“The Atlas was one of the first
ICBMs (intercontinental ballistic
missiles),” Crosier said. “John
Glenn rode an Atlas into orbit in
the first manned space program.
This launch closes out the Atlas
program for Vandenberg.”

Capt. RamRiojas, 2nd SLS, leads
a400-member teamin thishistoric
launch.

SeeATLAS PageAS5

Protest aCtIVItY Following the initiation
of Operation Iraqi Freedom, protesters are
expected at the Main Gate beginning Saturday.
Vandenberg Security Forces and California
Highway Patrol officers will be on hand to direct
traffic and ensure the safety of base and civilian

personnel.

If the Main Gate is closed, security

forces will divert base traffic through the Utah

See BRIEFS Page A4 Gate.
s issueofthe Vandenberg Hot Shot Destinations Central | oy amec'en, recss’ oring
Traci Betty shows Coast heads to the fog Saturday and Sunde.ly.
GPACE ¢ MISSILE, Team V that you don't San Luis Obispo e LowHigh
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Security Forces give tips to ease
force protection condition woes

Tech sergeant
explains ways to
speed up the
slow down

By TecH. SeT. DEREK RABEY

30th Security Forces Squadron

our security and
protection is our
business. The Security

Forces Squadron has set up
barriersand implemented 100
percent identification checksto
strengthen the safety and
security of Team Vandenberg.
Team membersare asked to do
their part in aiding the
effectiveness of this process.

You can speed the entry
process by having your
identification card out of your
wallet and ready to show to the
posted sentry prior to actually
arriving at the gate.

Thiswill help aleviate some of
the congestion during the hours
of peak traffic entry to the
installation. Delaysinitiated by

one person not being prepared
can affect all those who follow for
up to an hour.

If at all possible, avoid
entering the base during peak
traffic hours 6:30t0 8:30 a.m. and
3:30to 5 p.m. Monday - Friday. If
you must enter the base during
peak traffic times, it'sagood idea
toleavehomealittleearly to
allow yourself plenty of timeto
arrivesafely.

Please register your vehicle or
get a vehicle pass as soon as
possible to avoid being
redirected to the visitor control
center during peak traffic periods.
All personnel permanently
assigned to Vandenberg are
required to register their vehicles.
Thisincludesall active-duty,
civilian employee, and contract
personnel.

All visitorsto theinstallation
arerequired to obtain avisitor's
pass in order to enter the
installation. These passes are
issued at the visitor’s center
located adjacent to the Santa

“Every airman is
a sensor.”

GEN. JOHN JUMPER,
AIR Force CHIEF OF STAFF

MariaGate.

When you plan to have
guests on base, please help the
visitor’s center staff by calling
them in advance to announce the
arrival of your visitors. They can
bereached at 606-7662.

The Utah Gateis open on
school daysfrom 7to 8 am. and
againfrom 2:30t0 3:30 p.m.
Please |eave home early enough
to avoid being redirected to enter
through the Santa Maria Gate.

The Timberlane Gateisthe
only entry and exit point for east
housing residents, visitors,
parents, teachers, and school
buses.

Please be especially cautious
when driving through east
housing because some of the
school bus routes have been

changed to accommodate a single
entrance point.

The Solvang Gateis closed for
repairsto the 13th Street Bridge.

TheLompoc Gateisopen from
5:30am.to 7 p.m. Monday -
Friday. Thisgate and the
surrounding roadway have been
completely redesigned. Please
use caution and familiarize
yourself with the new traffic flow
when using thisinstallation entry
point.

Any updates or changes to
base security procedures or entry
requirements will be posted on
Team Vandenberg Network,
channel 2 on the base cable
system, in the Base Bulletin and
viae-mail.

As Gen. John Jumper, Air
Force Chief of Staff, said, “Every
airmanisasensor.” That applies
to al membersof Team
Vandenberg aswell. Please
report any suspicious activity to
the 30th Security Forces
Squadron Control Center at 606-
3911

The 30th Space Wing Mission: To
provide combat capabilities through
launch, range and expeditionary

¥
"
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Call 606-7850
or
E-mail your message to

actionline@
vandenberg.af.mil

ission success

is our top

priority, and the

talented men
and women of Team Van-
denberg get it done with
excellence.

Key to the effectiveness
of any great team is good
communication.The 30th
Space Wing Commander’s
Action Line is your direct
communication link to me.

While the action line is a
great way to communicate,
don’t forget to use your
chain of command, first
sergeants, base services

Col. Robert M. Worley I
Commander

officials and other base
professionals first.

You help make Vandenberg
such a great place to work
and live.

When calling the action
line, please leave your name
and phone number in case
more information is needed.
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Vandenberg Hot Shot holds her own

Team V salutes local
women for Women'’s
History Month.

By 2nD L. JENNIFER WHITAKER
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

I magine being flown by helicopter to a

remote location and dropped off with

only a 50-pound pack of provisions.
You spend five long days cutting a
firebreak to prevent the spread of a
wildlandfire. You'recoveredindirt,
dust, and sweat, and, if you're lucky, you
have a sleeping bag to spend the night
in. There are no showers or restrooms
anywhere nearby.

Vandenberg Hot Shot Traci Betty has
been on severa such ‘Coyote’ shifts.
And while she grunts and sweats
alongside her male counterparts, she
knowsthe pride of being afirefighter, a
single mother, and awoman doing
something extraordinary. Betty isthe
only femalefirefighter onthe
Vandenberg Hot Shots team.

The 24-year-old SantaMarianative
said she knew three years ago that she
wanted to become afirefighter after
riding along with her firefighter neighbor
onamission.

“ljustfell inlovewithit,” Betty said.
“And that’s when | started taking
classesat Allan Hancock (College).”

Betty is pursuing an Associate of
Science degreein firetechnology. She
said the classes that got her started were
an emergency medical technician class
and theAllan Hancock CollegeFire
Academy.

The academy is an intensive, three-
month long training environment
consisting of class work and hands-on

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN STEVE SCHESTER
Traci Betty, Vandenberg Hot
Shots, spends time with her 4-
year-old son, Ethan, at the team’s
crew quarters on south base.

firefighting experiencesthat can
sometimes be overwhelming.

“But, I’'mdefinitely glad | went
through it. It gave me ataste of what to
expect on the job,” she said.

After graduating from thefire
academy, Betty’s neighbor put her in
touch with the Vandenberg Hot Shots.
She started working withthemin
September 2001.

She said the beginning was tough as
she adjusted to the physical nature of
fighting wildland fires. Used to running
two to three miles, she was challenged
by the six to eight mile runsand all-day
hikes the Hot Shots routinely do for

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Traci Betty, Vandenberg Hot Shots, burns a fire break as part of
efforts to contain a wildland fire in August 2002. Betty is currently
the only female member on the Hot Shots team.

physical training.

“It was so hard when | first came on.
My feet weretorn up from breaking in
the new boots,” Betty said. “But, afew
guys kept pushing me and sure enough |
learned how to doit.”

The young firefighter said agood
mental attitude is the key to her success
in overcoming the intense physical
challenges she faces amost daily.

“You haveto beinit mentally —
you're tired, but you have to keep
saying ‘| can do this,’” Betty said.

Her co-workers have taken notice of
Betty’s hard work. “Everybody on the
team hasacertainjob. Traci gives100

Two earn aircr aft assist awar ds

BY MASTER SGT. RICHARD SWEEZER

30th Operations Support Sguadron

B Two 30th Operations Support Squadron
Airfield OperationsHight NCOsearned Air
Force Aircraft Assist Awards Feb. 14 for
their decisive actions.

TheAir Force Flight StandardsAgency
awards these honors for actions, which
result in the safe recovery of imperiled
aircraft or assist endangered aircraft onthe
ground.

Master Sgt. Richard Czap, control tower
chief controller, and Saff Sgt. Tonya Jones,
chief of airfield management training, kept
cool and quickly averted disaster in two
separate incidents here last year.

Jones made history becoming thefirst-
ever Airfield Management recipient of an
Aircraft Assist Award.

As a C-21 departed Vandenberg Sept.
11, 2002, the aircraft experienced a main
landing gear malfunction. Lacking the
radio patch capability that the crew
requested, Jonesinitiated atelephonerelay
between the endangered aircraft and their
home station at Scott AFB.

For nine minutes Joneswasthe critical
link in a highly technical conversation
relaying emergency checklist procedures
between adistressed crew and their home
unit, said Capt. Michael Horowitz, 30th OSS
Airfield Operations.

“Vandenberg Airfield Management
maintains no procedures for this
situation,” said Tech. Sgt. Darryl Revier,
deputy chief of airfield management. “It's
far removed from our job description.”

The aircraft’s commander, 1st Lt. Jm
Colbert, 458th Airlift Squadron, said Jones
efforts prevented the declaration of anin-
flight emergency and an attempted gear-
up landing.

Her actions prevented theloss of a$2.8
million aircraft and theirreplaceablelives
of itscrew.

“I"'m happy | was able to help,” Jones

percent at whatever fire we go to —just
like anyone else on the team,” said
Vincent Culliver, Vandenberg Hot Shot.

In addition to the hard labor aspect of
her job, Betty says keeping clean on the
job can beareal chalenge.

Firefightersin thefield don’t always
have the luxury of ashower, asthere are
toilet facilities only at base camp, and
not at the various drop points on Coyote
shifts.

“Everybody stinks together,” Betty
said, “but | take more showers than the
guys do!”

Betty’s other challengeis that of
being asingle mom. Shehasafour-year-

old son, Ethan. She said being away
fromhimfor long periods of timeis
tough on both of them.

“DoingthejobI’'mdoingishard. It's
harder for him at first, but then he'll be
finewithit after awhile, and that makesit
harder for me!” she said.

She added that the last fire season —
which runsfrom May to December —was
avery busy onefor her.

“1 was gone constantly. But, I'm
lucky to have parents who take care of
my son,” she said. “Whenever you ask
him (Ethan) what he wantsto be, he
wantsto be afirefighter.”

Betty is currently taking classes
toward her degree at Allan Hancock
College. Shesaid she plansto takeafull
load during the next off-season and her
degree should be finished in a couple of
years.

“Thisis something | want to do,” she
said of her coursework. “This should
help me down the road and give me an
edge when it comes to getting the job.”

“Get yourself physically ready,” is
Betty’s advice to women wanting to
pursue a physically demanding career
likefirefighting.

She added that getting training
through coursework and programslike
thefire academy will put them at an
advantage.

“The more knowledge you have, the
better your edge,” she said.

Her last piece of adviceto those
wanting afirefighting career isto
volunteer with thelocal fire department
to “get ataste of what it'slike.”

Betty has proven herself asa
Vandenberg Hot Shot and continues to
meet al of life's challengeswith the same
mental attitude: “Youcandoit. It'sall in
your head.”

Team Vandenberg Warrior

PHoTo BY CAPT. MICHAEL HOROWITZ

Master Sgt. Richard Czap, 30th Operations Support Squadron
Control Tower chief controller, coordinates the arrival and landing
of thousands of aircraft each year.

said. “Itfeeslikel’m making history,” she
said of her status as the first airfield
manager to earn such an award.

Two monthslater, on Nov. 1, Czap was
controlling heavy traffic during the 2002
Air and Space Show practice session
when he cleared an E-8 JSTARS aircraft
for landing.

Just as the 336,000-pound jet touched
down, Czap spotted six deer entering the
runway, directly inthe path of the aircraft.

Without hesitation, he directed the
aircraft to pull up and abort the landing to
avoid the deer — a difficult maneuver for
an aircraft of itssize, Horowitz said. The
pilot estimated that he missed the deer by
fewer than 100 feet, Horowitz added.

“If Master Sergeant Czap had not

spotted the deer and instructed the aircraft
topull up, I believeit would haveimpacted
thedeer,” said Master Sgt. Tedd Nettleton,
chief of air traffic control training and
standardization.

“This was a total team effort,” Czap
said. “It’s an honor to be recognized for
doing your job and making adifference.”

“Qutstanding leaders like Master
Sergeant Czap and Staff Sergeant Jones
form the foundation of our winning team
and make me proud to be their
commander,” said Lt. Col. Lee-Volker Cox,
30th OSS commander.

“It’s obviouswhy Vandenberg ishome
to Air Force Space Command’'s 2002
Airfield Management and Air Traffic
Control facilitiesof theyear,”

30th Space Wing Military
Equal Opportunity

Hometown: Orangeburg, S.C.
Time in service: 7.5 years
Time on Vandenberg: 1 year
Hobbies: reading and skating

mission.”

Staff Sgt. Tonya Peacock

Duty: NCO in charge of human relations incidents

Favorite part of the job: The best part of my job is reaching out to all
segments of the base populace and educating everyone on the impor-
tance of the equal opportunity and treatment program.

Supervisor’'s comments: “Staff Sergeant Peacock is a team player who
personifies the core value, “Excellence in all we do,” said Tech. Sgt.
Michael Brown, 30th SW MEO superintendent. “She is an intelligent
troop who's sensitive to the people and responsive to Team Vandenberg'’s

PHoTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN STEVE SCHESTER

" ALCON: Bravo

A DUI or alcohol-related incident
has occurred without injuries.

Saves by AADD this year: 63

\
Dayssincelast DUI: 4

DUI totalsfor theYear: 8

30th OG 0 | 14hAF )
30thMXG 1 381t TRG 1
30thMSG 3 576thFLTS 1
30thMDG 0 Det. 9 1

30th SW Staff 0 Others 1

STEPpIin’ up

center here. Maj.

Master Sgt. Frank Barbosa, 14th Air Force,
stretches before a run at the fitness

Gen. Michael Hamel,
14th Air Force commander, promoted
Barbosa Feb. 28 through the Stripes for
Exceptional Performers program.

Crimebeat

CoMPILED BY MASTER SGT.
WESLEY ASLESON

30th Security Forces Squadron

Mar. 14

Suspicious activity —5:48 a.m.

A military member reported an unknown
person knocked on the door at his resi-
dence and drove away. Patrolmen discov-
ered the vehicle later in the Vandenberg
Commissary parking lot. The owner was a
civilian employee and stated he knocked on
the wrong quarters.

Stolen decal — 2:45 p.m.

A civilian employee reported the base
decal was stolen off his private vehicle.

Domestic assault—7 p.m.

A military member reported striking and
pushing her fiancé during a domestic
argument at her on-base quarters. The
military member was charged with assault.
She was released to a unit representative.

Mar. 15

Domestic assault—1:07 a.m.

The wife of a military member reported
her spouse choked and threw her during a
domestic argument at their on-base
quarters.

The military member was apprehended
for assault and released to a unit represen-
tative.

Stranded motorist — 8 p.m.

The Vandenberg Main Gate sentry
reported drivers alerted him to a suspicious

person in the roadway on Highway 1 at

Firefighter Road. A patrolman responded and

investigation revealed a non-base affiliated
civilian was stopping traffic in an attempt to
solicit gas for his empty vehicle. He ob-
tained gas and departed.

Theft of property —9:20 p.m.

A military member reported unknown
persons removed his all-terrain vehicle from

it's trailer in the parking lot of Building 13122,

Matador Dormitory.

Investigation revealed the ATV was moved
from the trailer and placed in front of the
owner’s private vehicle. The ATV key and
safety flag were also discovered missing.

Mar. 16

Concerned neighbor — 1:20 a.m.

A military member’s wife residing on
Sumac Street reported observing an un-
known male enter her neighbors’ home while
the residents were on leave. Patrolmen
responded finding the quarters all in order.
The unknown person was possibly a care-
taker for the residence. The matter is being
investigated.

Shoplifting —2:25 p.m.

BX security reported a shoplifting at the
main exchange.

Investigation revealed a military member’s
daughter left the store with unpaid merchan-
dise. She was cited and released to her
mother.

Communicating a threat — 3:45 p.m.

A military member reported his wife
communicated a threat to him and damaged
property in his quarters on Noble Drive. The

member provided witnesses to the incident.

Mar. 17

Mutual assault — 1:08 a.m.

A military member’s wife reported a
domestic disturbance at her quarters.
Investigation revealed a mutual assault
occurred between the wife and military
member. The member was apprehended
for assault and released to a unit represen-
tative. The wife was cited for assault and
released.

Bar stabbing — 5 a.m.

The Lompoc Police Department notified
the security forces control center that a
military member received a stab wound to
the stomach. The injury occurred during a
bar fightin Lompoc. The member received
emergency medical treatment.

DID YOU KNOW: In accordance with
base pet control instructions,
Vandenberg pet owners and custodians
must keep their pets from biting or
scratching any person or another pet,
creating a public nuisance or distur-
bance, and destroying property. Pets
must be controlled by a suitable leash,
harness or by physically holding them,
keeping them in kennels, cages, a
house, an enclosed yard or on a chain in
good repair. The chain must be short
enough to prevent contact with anyone
walking on sidewalks. Pets may kept in
avehicle for temporary restraint also,
however, due to heat concerns they may
not be left in unattended (parked)
vehicles.



Chapel workshop aildsmarriages

Couples spend a Saturday
learning about each other and
falling in love all over again

By AirMAN 15T CLASS BRYAN FRANKS

30th Space Wing Public Affairs
andenberg’s Chapel
V sponsored a marriage
workshop Saturday
giving couples a chance to spend
time together and enhance their
relationships.

| generally spend Saturdays
chasing my two girls around the
house and playing “hide and go
seek,” but not this morning. My
wife, Carla, and | had signed up
for amarriage workshop.

Now, my reasoning behind
going to the seminar was not the
sameasmy wife's. Carlathought
amarriageworkshop was exactly
what we needed. | thought the
Santa Maria Barbecue being
served for lunch sounded good.

So, with the thought of
improving our relationship on my
wife’smind and barbecue on
mine, we droveto the Chapel 1
Annex.

When we arrived, | began
looking around to seeif | knew
any of the other participants, but
all | saw were happy wives and
half asleep husbands. It made me
feel better about coming for the
barbecue.

The program, which was
televised livefrom Branson, Mo.,
began with a very funny
comedian named Dennis
Swanberg, otherwise known as
“The Swan.” He spent thefirst 30
minutes of the program
performing different character
imitations and telling stories.

After he had almost everyone
holding their sidesfrom laughing,
Swanbergintroduced Gary
Chapman, senior associate pastor
at Calvary Baptist Church,
Winston-Salem N.C.

Chapman talked about the five
languages of love —words of

affirmation, gifts, actsof service,

quality time and physical touch.
He had each couplelist

individually which languages

to one another. They have to
realize that they are each
responsible for themselves and
that their mates can only be the
best person they can be.

Wives around the room were
nodding their heads in agreement
with what Smalley had to say
whilethe men were begging for
the next speaker.

wereimportant Thenext
to them. —EEeeese————— SCOMENt WaS
i Cataandl think we could entiled, The
i our . ear Dance.
languages ot Nave used this a  inthefear
love. Carlawas . dance,
aquality time long time ago.  couples go
kind of gal and | : : around in
was the Not just my wife e
ol gy and |, but cech others
cpmpnne _Military wide.” - Brame
th(lao“falling in SENIOR AIRMAN T||v|ogg\‘(1 COSLLINS, to gai nyang
love” feeling THOPACE  gdvantage
generally lasts OPERATIONS SQUADRON  over one
only two years. another, said

But couples can keep that feeling
strong by learning each other’s
love language.

| realized exactly what he
meant! | had already given Carla
quality timefor theweek by
coming to the workshop so now
it was her turn. | quickly turned
and informed her of my
revelation, but of course she said
itdidn’t count officially until the
class was over.

Foiled once again by Carla's
quick thinking, | sat back to listen
to the next speaker.

Michael Smalley, president of
Today’s Family International,
focused on personal
responsibility. Many
relationships fail because
individuals do not take
responsibility for their actions,
Smalley said.

Thinking about my own
relationship, | realized hewas
right. I1t’'salwaysCarla sfault and
| don’t do anything wrong.

Smalley continued by saying
couples must learn to be servants

Gary Smalley, founder of the
Smalley Relationship Center.

Couples attack each other’s
buttons just to get a response,
generaly causing hurt feelings,
he said. Then in response to their
hurt feelings, they attack their
spouse. In order for couplesto
thrive, they must avoid behavior
likethis, Gary said.

Atlastit wastimefor lunch!
The mouth-watering tri-tip and
chicken barbecue was delicious.

After lunch, everyone
lumbered to their chairsready for
the second half of the seminar.
Whilewaiting for the workshop
to begin, | spoke with Senior
Airman Timothy Collins, 614th
Space Operations Squadron.

“1 think we could have used
thisalong time ago,” he said,
“not just my wifeand I, but
military wide. | think too many
times, particularly onamilitary
installation, you focus on the
specific mission, beit peacetime
or combat, and you forget the
smaller things, likewhat the

spouses have to deal with being
married to amilitary member. If
you take all that into
consideration and add it to the
day-to-day problemsand trialsa
married couple has, | think alot of
times you lose sight of just how
important littlethingsare,”
Collinssaid.

“Learntoforgive,” said Beth
Moore, leader of the next
segment of the conference.
“Forgivingisavery powerful
tool. It shows that you are willing
to give someone a second chance
and that you are committed to the
relationship,” she said.

Dennis Rainey, co-founder of
FamilyLife, concluded the
workshop. He spoke about
marriage and how divorce
doesn’'t have to be the answer for
couples who don’t get along.
Working through the problem is
the best way to resolve an issue
and make amarriage stronger, he
said.

Rainey ended the conference
by having al the couples stand
and repeat their wedding vows.

As| looked around the room, |
saw husbands and wives holding
each other, gazing into each
other’s eyes and some even
crying. The moment seemed to
touch everyone in the room,
including me.

It turns out lunch wasn’t the
best part of the day. It wasan
important step in growing closer
withmy wife.

“1 think the program has been
excellent,” said Chaplain (1st Lt.)
Phillip Griffin, 30th Space Wing
chapel. “Thefivemajor topics
that they covered are relevant to
any marital relationship. It's
given me fresh and insightful
information | can use when
individualscometo mefor help.”

Vandenberg isthefirst Air
Force base to have this program
and it won't bethelast, Griffin
said. “Strongfamiliesare
important for abaseto fulfill its
mission.”

I DON'T
I DRINK
&
I
DRIVE!

If you're drinking alcohol -- you need a ride home. Don’t hesitate. |
For afree, no-questions-asked ride home, Call Airmen Against Drunk 1

Driving at 698-8823, 698-8822 or 605-AADD (2233) !

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN STEVE SCHESTER

Gabrilelle Dupree, local Girl Scouts troop leader,
sells Senior Airman Angie Kim, 30th Aeromedical-
Dental Squadron, cookies at the commissary

March 9.

The Scouts are selling cookies

throughout the month in front of the base
exchange and commissary. Patrons can purchase
cookies for themselves or on behalf of deployed

troops.

The cookies go to base personnel

overseas in care packages sent out by the
Vandenberg Family Support Center.

BRIEFS:

From Page Al
Times should arrive at every
on-base residence by 6
p.m. each Friday. Anyone
not receiving home delivery
should call the Lompoc
Record at 736-2313.

BULK TRASH PICKUP

Scheduled pick-ups for
bulk trash are the second
and fourth Monday of each
month or Tuesday if the
second or fourth Monday is
afederal holiday. Housing
residents should place trash
items at the curb before 7
a.m. on pick-up days.
Residents who are moving
out can take bulk trash to
the landfill with a copy of
their orders. For more
information, consult the
housing brochure or call
606-2330.

ELECTRONIC WASTE
Televisions and computer

monitors are electronic

waste and can't be dis-

posed of in the trash or the
landfill. Military housing
residents should bring such
waste to the collection
accumulation point, building
6830, for recycling. Call
606-8438.

VAFB CHIEF'S GROUP

The Vandenberg Chief's
Group is looking for all local
retired chief master ser-
geants to become mem-
bers. Meetings are at 7
a.m. the first Tuesday of
each month at Breaker's
Dining Facility. For more
information, call Chief
Master Sgts. John Gunther
at 605-0750, or Philip Cope
at 606-9567.

AADD PHONE NUMBERS
Airman Against Drunk
Driving can now be reached
through the command post
at 605-AADD (2233). This
number is in addition to the

two others already in use.
Call Senior Airman Christo-
pher Doyle at 606-6224.
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WW Il Flying Tiger shares memories

Local 14th Air Force veteran leaves his
legacy through personal war stories

By MasTer ScT. LLovp ConLEY
30th Space Wing Public Affairs
uring much of the 1930s,
D in the days before the
United States entered
World Wer I1, Nazi Germany had
swept across much of Europe and
Japan had been expanding its
empire throughout Southeast
Asia
In the months before the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
more than 300 American men and
women secretly trained in the
jungles of Southeast Asia. Their
training wasin preparation for
combat with the Japanese Air
Force over the skies of Burma

and China.

TheAmerican Volunteer
Group, later known asthe Flying
Tigers, fought against
overwhelming oddsto help stem
thetide of the Japanese military
onslaught then.

Although they did not stop
Japanese forces from taking
Burma, their commander then,
Maj. Gen. Claire Chennault said,
“They and the British Royal Air
Force kept the port of Rangoon
and the Burma Road open for two
and a half precious monthswhile
suppliestrickled into Chinaand
hel ped save the nation from final
collapse.”

14th AF Flying Tigers
earn annual awards

W Congratulations to the fol-
lowing 2002 14th Air Force
annual award winners.

Those eligible go on to
compete at Air Force Space
Command for 12 Outstand-
ing Airmen and First
Sergeant of the Year.

“Congratulations to the
winners on their selection,”
said Maj. Gen. Michael
Hamel, 14th AF com-
mander. “The competition
was keen and all nomination
packages reflected the
dedication and outstanding
performance which sets
Fourteenth Air Force apart
from the rest.”

Company Grade Officer:
Capt. Paul Quigley, Jr.,
30th Space Wing

Senior NCO: Senior
Master Sgt. Robert
McManus, 21st Space
Wing

NCO: Tech. Sgt. James
Coffey lll, 50th Space Wing
Airman: Senior Airman
Steven Duaime, 30th SW
First Sergeant: Senior
Master Sgt. David Ballain,
50th SW

Civilian, category I:
Jacqueline Leonard, 30th
SwW

Civilian, category Il
David Barnett, 50th SW

TheAV G was disbanded
nearly ayear after itsinception as
the personnel and equipment
were absorbed by aU.S. military
expanding for war.

But the mission of supplying
the troops with the necessities to
carry out awar wasstill avital
roleintheglobal conflict.
Japanese forces had pushed
further into Burma cutting off
overland supply routes.

L ocal Vandenberg Village
resident retired Army Air Corps
Capt. Richard Bailin, atwin-
engine pilot, was one of
hundreds of pilots who went to
the Pacific Theater to reinforce
theAllied foothold in Asia after
the AV G was disbanded and
absorbedin 1942

“Initially, | was supposed to
be assigned to a heavy bombing
group in Sumatra, Malaysia,”
Bailin said. “But they got shot
up so bad before | left the states
that they couldn’t sustain
operationsin the area, so | was
put in aunit that later became the
air transport group.”

Stationed in atown called
Chauba, India, Bailinarrivedinthe
theater in 1942. Fromthere, he
carried out supply missions,
“Fying the Hump,” said the 88-
year-old former World Wer 11 pilot.

“Flying the Hump” iswhat
World War 11 transport pilots
considered the most treacherous
air routeintheworld. The
mission involved thousands of
flightsfrom 1942 to 1945 over the
highest mountain range in the
world, the Himalayas, to provide
more than amillion tons of cargo

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Vandenberg Village resident retired Army Air Corps Capt. Richard Bailin conducts a
public relations recruiting tour in Indianapolis for the Army Air Corps aviation cadets
following a tour in India during World War II.

and relief suppliesto friendly
forces operating in Chinaand
Southeast Asia.

“Initialy, | flew support
missionsto help cover Gen.
(Joseph) Stilwell’sretreat from
Burma as Japanese forces over
ran the country,” Bailin said.
Stilwell wastheAmerican forces
commander inthe China-Burma-
IndiaTheater at thetime.

“Prior to that, we had taken
survivors out of Rangoon,” he
said. “Asamatter of fact, | flew
the next to last plane out of
Rangoon. Wewereflying DC-3s
then.”

“They (the enemy) werewithin
50 yards of the runway when |

took off,” Bailinsaid. Bailinsaid
the planes had the capacity of
about 80 people with the seats
and benches out, but the last
plane out carried more than 200.

“Soldierswerelocked in hand-
to-hand combat when (Mgj. Jake)
Sartz took off,” he added.

Bailinsaid theaircraft heflew,
the C-47, B-24 and the B-25,
didn’t have pressurized cabins
and the headgear he wore was
made primarily of leather.

Histenurein Asiaended in
1943. After flying morethan 100
sorties over enemy held territory,
sometimes with no weapons, he
had successfully delivered much
needed supplies.

Bailin developed an ear ailment
called barotitis media because of
the high-altitude flights and he
was shipped back to the states in
thefall of that year.

For hisservice, Ballinwas
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Bronze Star and the
Allied ServiceMedal.

“After | cameback from
overseas, part of my time was
spent doing public relations for
recruiting aviation cadets for the
Army Air Corps,” hesaid.

He continued to fly planesfor
theArmy Air Corpsin the United
States and on some supply runs
across the Atlantic in support of
the Pacific Theater.

ATLAS

From PageA1l

“The excitement will just grow now that the Atlas
isactualy here,” Rigjassaid. “We have many people
working long hoursto preparethisrocket for launch.”
He added that since the booster’s inception at
Vandenberg, the base has seen some 283 Atlas Il
launches.

There are eight variants of the Atlas booster, and
theAtlasV will continueto be used at Cape Canaveral
AFS, Fla, Riojassaid.

Crosier said he hascomplete confidencein theteam
in placefor thislaunch.

“The people we need for this Atlas mission are
right here in the squadron today,” he said. “We've
identified the right people and we have al the right
experienceinplace. Thecontractor (Lockheed-Martin)
isdoing agood job. I'm quite satisfied.”

In 1988, the Air Force contracted with General
Dynamics, now Lockheed-Martin, to build the Atlas
I1 boogter for the primary mission of launching Defense

Satellite Communications System payloads and
commercia satellites. ThisAtlas carriesaclassified
payload to be used by the National Reconnaissance
Officefor national security.

“We are playing a direct role in ensuring the
freedoms and liberties of the United States,” Crosier
said. | tell people every day not to lose sight of how
important this mission is for us because it does have
national security implications.”

Theimpressivesizeof thisprojectile beliesitsweak
outer skin.

“Therocket isall stainless steel about thethickness
of adime,” Rigjassaid. “Wehaveto keepit pressurized
with an inert gas like nitrogen. Otherwise, it would
just collapse on itself.” He added that the booster is
kept light to maximize the size of payload the Atlas
IIAScancarry.

Crosier said thefina Atlaslaunch from Vandenberg
istruly historic, astheAtlas program has served the Air
Forcewdl| over theyears.

“As we fly this last one out, it really is kind of
bittersweet.”

GC-03:

From PageAl

“Thisisadifficult decision to make because of the
great legacy of thiscompetition,” Gen. Lord said. “We
discover new tactics, techniques and procedures
every year at Guardian Challenge, and it's a huge
motivational event for our people.

“But the situation at our units demands we place
our primary focus on our day-to-day missions.
Canceling thisyear’s competition wastheright thing
to do.”

Guardian Challenge is the only space warfighter
competitionintheAir Force. Theannual competition
pits the best-of-the-best against each other,
determining the top space wing teams.

“The cancellation is definitely disappointing for
all of the people who have already worked so hard to
get GC off theground,” said Col. Robert M. Worley |1,
30th Space Wing commander. “But with world events
being what they are, thisisdefinitely the best decision
for everyone involved.

“We need to commit thefull power of our resources
to fighting the war on terror and against those who
would threaten freedom.”

Vandenberg's Guardian Programs Office hasalready
started to go to minimum manning.

“All of the hard work that went into this year’'s
event will not go to waste,” said Lt. Col. Elizabeth
Borelli, 30th Weather Squadron commander and
Vandenberg Competition Association president.

Many V CA fundraisers, the proceeds of which go
to 30th SW competition teams, were canceled but will
be rescheduled including the popular VCA Golf
Tournament and theModel Rocket L aunch Comptition,
she said.

“We still want to do something for theteam and all
of the people who have already put so much work
into GC,” Borelli said.

Plansareintheworksto hold a “ summertime bash”
for Vandenberg's teams, she added.

The competitionwill resumein May 2004.

(2nd Lt. Michelle Mayo contributed to this story.
Courtesy of Air Force Space Command News Service)
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Former CM SAF

Barnesdiesat 72

EWASHINGTON, D.C.—Former Chief
Master Sergeant of the Air Force Thomas
Barnesdied from cancer in Sherman, Texas,
Monday. Hewas 72.

Barneswasthe fourth CM SAF and the
first black selected to the highest enlisted
post in any of the military services. He
served inthat position from 1973t0 1977.

Barneswashornin Chester, Pa.,in 1930
and entered the Air Force in 1949. He
attended aircraft engine and hydraulics
specialist school at the Chanute Technical
Training Center, Chanute Air Force Base,
[Il. Heserved asahydraulics specialist from
1950t0 1952 at McChord AFB, Wash. He
supported the Korean War while serving
at Ashiya and Tachikawa, Japan. Shortly
after arriving in Japan, he completed on-
the-job training as a flight engineer, and
because of low manning, performed as
both a flight engineer and hydraulics
specialist.

From 19520 1965, thechief servedina
variety of positionsasacrew chief, flight
engineer, and senior controller on various
aircraftincluding the B-25 Mitchell bomber,
T-11, C-45, C-47 Skytrain and B-52
Stratofortress.

In October 1966, Barnes entered F-4
Phantom field training and in December
1966 went to Southeast Asia, where he
served with the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing
until December 1967. From there he went
to Laughlin AFB, Texas, wherein 1969 he
was promoted to chief master sergeant. In
1971, he was selected as the Air Training
Command senior enlisted adviser, and in
1973, as the chief master sergeant of the
Air Force.

During histenure as CM SAF, the chief
worked for equal opportunities for
minorities, including blacks and women,
and also worked to solidify the enlisted
professional military education system.

After retirement, Barnesremained active
in Air Force life and was a sought-after
speaker at military functions. He competed
inthe rodeo sport of team roping and lived
in Bonham, Texas, on asprawling ranch he
shared with hiswife, Marie.

Inaninterview, Barneswas once asked
how hewould liketo be remembered.

“I"d like to be remembered as a role
model for people who believe they can’t
get there,” he said. “It was an honor to
have been chosen (asthe CMSAF) on the

basis of my qualifications, as opposed to
my race or my gender.”

Information for this article was taken
from an interview by Master Sgt. Trish
Freeland.

(Courtesy of Air Force Print News)

E-8 promotion

ratesup

B WASHINGTON, D.C.-The1,612
master sergeants picked for promotion this
year were selected using thechronic critical
skillsprogramfor thefirst time.

The selectees were named Wednesday.

The program applies higher selection
rates to certain career fields. Thisyear is
thefirstitisbeing applied to the E-8 and E-
9 promoation cycles.

Under the program, officialsidentified
25 career fieldsto beclassified as“ critical”
skills for the E-8 promotion cycle. The
overall selectionrate for thiscycle, 10.18
percent, is the highest since 1987. The
move pushed average selection
percentages, depending on the multiplier
applied, up to 30.88 percent.

“We're now including E-8s and E-9s
because of critical senior
noncommissioned officer shortages in
these (Air Force specialties) that are
seriously impacting mission readiness,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Carol Dockery, chief
of enlisted promotions and evaluation at
the Pentagon.

Theeffort to expand the chronic critical
skills program to the two highest enlisted
ranks began during the central evaluation
board and final approval came only days
ago, said officials.

To get there, those competing for
promotion in designated Air Force
specialty codes are assigned a higher
selection rate, 1.2 times the Air Force
average, Dockery said.

For example, an AFSC with a15 percent
selection rate would receive an 18 percent
promotion rate when placed on the critical
skillslist.

“Now, more than ever, it's absolutely
essential that we balance our enlisted force
structure to meet our expeditionary force
requirements,” said Chief Master Sergeant
of theAir Force Gerald Murray.

Senior NCOs in Air Force specialties
manned at or below 70 percent with less
than 25 people eligible for promotion
received amultiplier of 3.0; those manned
at or below 70 percent with more than 25
people eligible for promotion received a

multiplier of 1.4; and those manned above
70 percent but lessthan 90 percent received
amultiplier of 1.2.

Future chronic critical skills will be
announced before the central evaluation
board for each promotion cycle.

The senior master sergeant evaluation
board met Jan. 22 to Feb. 7.

The average total score of selectees
during the cycle was 669.10 points.
Average selectee score breakdowns are;

+ 36 points, timein grade

¢ 21.01 points, timein service

+ 135 points, performance reports

+ 20.08 pointsfor decorations

¢ 68.83 points for U.S. Air Force
Supervisory Examination

¢ 388.17 points for evaluation board
score

The average selectee has 5.04 years
timeingradeand 19.99 yearstimein service.

Those selected for promotion to senior
master sergeant automatically receive a
school quotafor the Senior NCO Academy.
And 357 of those not selected are
scheduled to attend with a list of 720
alternates, officialssaid.

Senior master sergeant selecteeswill be
promoted beginninginApril. Thecomplete
list of promotion and Senior NCOAcademy
selections will be posted on the Air Force
Personnel Center Web site by Saturday at
http://www.af pc.randol ph.af.mil/eprom.

(Information compiled by Staff Sgt. A.J.
Bosker, Air Force Print News, and Saff
Sgt. Matt Miller, AFPC Public Affairs)

Contact Center moves
to 24-hour ops

B RANDOL PHAFB, Texas—Airmen
everywhere can now talk with customer
service agents about personnel issues 24
hours a day thanks to the recently
expanded hours of the Air Force Contact
Center here.

People with questions about
assignments, benefits, pay and more can
speak to acustomer servicerepresentative
toll-freeat (866) 229-7074 or DSN 665-5000.
Online services, which include a chat
feature, can be found at
www.af pc.randol ph.af.mil by clicking the
Contact Center button.

(Courtesy of Air Force Personnel
Center News Service)

Medical carefor airmen
affected by Stop-L 0ss

By MaJ. JoHN THOMAS
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs

B RANDOLPH AFB, Texas — A
previously overlooked provision of law
allows up to four months of Tricare
transitional health care benefitsfor airmen
separating from the service after having
been retained under Stop Loss.

The benefits will apply to any airman
separating after the current and any future

Need a lift?

/44 e J’! a Z
G /s rFortE b

Team Vandenberg member Airman 1st Class Karol Beatty is
assigned to the 384th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness
Squadron in Southwest Asia. "I'm happy to contribute

my time and efforts toward the war to provide safety for the
men and women in the United States," Beatty said.

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN BRIAN HiLL

Stop-L oss actions, according to officials
at the Air Force Personnel Center here.

Because of an administrative oversight,
more than 5,000 airmen retained on active
duty under the October 2001 to August
2002 Stop Loss did not get word of the
benefit, officials said. The benefit was part
of the 2002 Defense Authorization Act.

L etters sent to those former airmen tell
them they can file for reimbursement of
medical expensesincurred during the 60-
to 120-day period after they | eft the service.
But they will not be reimbursed for
insurance premiums they may have paid,
said Judith Warner, chief of the career
assistance and relocation office at the
center here.

According to thelaw, benefitsbegin on
an individual’s officia date of separation
and cannot be adjusted. Individuals who
served more than six years on active-duty
areentitledto 120 daysof coverage. Those
with fewer than six yearsare entitled to 60
days of coverage.

“It's only for a short time but thisisa
nice benefit, whenyoulook at it,” said Lt.
Gen. Richard Brown, deputy chief of staff
for personnel at the Pentagon.

“It'[l make it easier for individuals to
transition after they’ve made that extra
sacrifice (of being affected by Stop L0ss),”
the general said.

Air Force officialslearned of thelaw’s
provision when aconcerned former major
called to ask if airmen affected by Stop
Losswere covered, said Warner.

“We asked for a legal opinion by the
AFPC and air staff legal (officials) and
received an interpretation from both that
the law covered everyone impacted by
Stop Loss,” she said.

Information wasthen sent to Air Force
transition offices in early November to
explain the situation and how to extend
those benefits to airmen who had not yet
separated, she said.

Analysts then began to identify and
notify each affected person.

People digible for coverage who have
paid for health care expenses out of their
pocket may submit a claim form
(Department of Defense Form 2642) to
TriCare with a copy of the bill to be
reimbursed, officialssaid.

Thelaw does not affect retiring airmen
who were held over asresult of Stop Loss
because they aready retain a continuing
entitlement to retiree health care benefits.

Assistanceis available from a benefits
counselor at military treatment facilities
and from TriCare regional offices. The
worldwide TriCare Information Center toll
freenumber is(888) 363-2273.

Claims information and forms are
available at https://tricare.osd.mil by
clicking on“TRICARE Map” on the left-
hand side of the home page and by using
the “search” feature.

People can call the AFPC’s family
meattersoperationsbranch at (800) 581-9437
for assistance.

(Courtesy of AFPC News Service)
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“The Spirit of America”

Left: Brandon Wengert, 30th

Mission Support Squadron, calls Vandenberg Spouses Club
annual charity auction
6 p.m. Mar 29.

for a time out as David Mercier,
30th Security Forces Squadron,
plays close defense during an
intramural basketball game
Wednesday evening. The final -«

score of the game was 64 to 55 in The Pacific Coast Club
favor of the 30th MSS, a still-
undefeated team.

Below: Darren Savella, 30th
MSS, tries to avert the defensive
tactics of No. 25 Jason Korgenay
and No. 12 David Mercier, 30th
SFS, during Wednesday'’s playoff
game.

Items up for bid during privious auctions included Disneyland tickets and a wine tasting
limousine tour. The money raised provides funds to local charitable organizations in need.
The event is free and open to all but reservations must be made by Tuesday.

Call Karen Rife at 734-0397 or Troi Reppart at 734-1202.

FSC continues separation planning

\ ) The Vandenberg Family Support Center continues to offer a mandatory pre-
separation briefing 60 to 90 days prior to leaving the service and a three-day
\ / transition assistance program seminar designed to help people separating or
retiring make a smooth transition into the civilian world. People affected by Stop-
"' Loss should attend the classes as usual to avoid a rush when Stop-Loss is lifted.
For more information, call Larry Davis at 605-0134.

PHoTOs BY SENIOR AIRMAN STEVE SCHESTER

Intramural Basketball
2003 Championship game

6 p.m. Friday

at the
Vandenberg Fitness Center

Come check out the action as the best Vandenberg Intramural Basketball teams
battle it out for the title of Intramural Champions!
For more information, call the fitness center at 606-3832.




By 2np LT. MicHELLE MAYO

30th Space Wing Public Affairs
The smell of fresh barbeque
wafted through the open
windows of our car asmy
husband, Svein, and | drove
through a crowded Marsh Street
in San Luis Obispo. Carslined
both sides of the road and
pedestrians filled the crosswalks,
causing traffic to moveforwardin
slow starts and stops.
Onaregular day, SLOisnot
usually this crowded, but it was
Thursday night.
And although Thursday night
isnot usually abig night out in

Luca Zovich, 2, hugs a
giant teddy bear at the

San Luis Obispo
Farmer's Market.

most towns, itisin SLO —
because Thursday night is the
weekly Farmer’sMarket on
Higuera Street.

Onan averagenight, 10,000
people gather at the market.
Street vendors peddle their
wares, whilethe music of amateur
bands echoes throughout the
street.

Two weeks ago, Sveinand |
meandered through the stalls and
enjoyed the scene.  Fresh
flowers, fruits and vegetables
werefor sale, along with hand-
crafted jewelry, clothesand art.

“The produce is better there
than at the grocery store,” said
my friend Andy Edwards, 30th
Civil Engineer Squadron, ashe
bought a bundle of asparagus.
“And grocery store asparagus
always looks so bad.”

Personally, | think asparagus
alwayslooksbad. But let me get
back to the market.

If you're not in the mood to
shop, but arein need of alittle
relaxation, try getting a street-
side massage. It costs about $10
and feelsgreat. At first, it might
not seem too relaxing —a
massage in the midst of the
hustle and bustle of a busy
marketplace. Butif youjust close
your eyes and focus on the
soothing hands and fingers, then
the music and the revelry simply
fade into background noise.

Another farmer’smarket
favorite isto have your portrait

PHoTos BY 2ND LT. MicHELLE MAYO

Roses, tulips and carnations abound at the farmer's
market along with fresh fruits and vegetables.

drawn. Well, not really aportrait,
more of acaricature. Oneman
draws the distorted cartoons for
less than $20. | decided to pass.
| figure I’ ve been the subject of
enough photos in which my
featureslook abit distorted. |
can’t imagine paying someone
money to deliberately contort
them for akeepsake.

But you definitely don’'t want
to pass up the barbecue. Various
restaurants in the area set up
outdoor grillsfor the market. A
kabob costs $2.50, a plate of ribs
isabout $5, while a steak
sandwich will run you about $6.

There is nowhere to sit, so you
have to eat standing up. It
requiresdexterity andif you're
not careful, it can bealittle
messy.

For those interested in politics
or religion, SLO offersplenty of
opportunities to learn more about
the different partiesin our
political system.

Boothsfor different religious
and political beliefsare
interspersed among the food and
retail booths. | saw abooth for
the Republican Party and then a
few booths down, there was
another booth for the Green

Sage Finch throws clay at
the farmer's market to

raise money for the
Denise W. Scholarship
Fund for art majors.

Party.

Thefarmer’'smarketisagreat
placeto people-watch. For me,
that is by far the most fun. While
| wasthere, | saw amanwaving a
religious placard and singing
songs, while people dressed up in
Mardi Gras garb and masks
casually passed him by.

On most nights, the early
evening crowd ismainly made up
of families and people thereto do
alittle shopping. However, it's
not the place for people to walk
their dogs. Dogsaren’'t allowed
inthe marketplace.

As the sun goes down, the

Driving directions to
San Luis Obispo’s
Farmer’s Market

The market takes
place from 6 to 9 p.m.
Thursdays along six
blocks of Higuera
Street from Nipomo to
Osos streets.

To get there, take
Highway 101 North to
San Luis Obispo. Get
off at the Marsh Street
exit.

Street parking is
hard to find during the
farmer’s market, but
several parking ga-
rages are available.

younger college-aged crowd
comesout. SLOisacollege
town, hometo California
Polytechnic Institute. For them,
the market isthe placeto grab a
cheap, quick bite to eat before
heading to one of the bars or
clubs nestled along or near
Higuera Street.

| really enjoy thefarmer’s
market and think it is one of
those places that people
stationed at Vandenberg should
try at least once. You can go to
eat, shop, people-watch, or just
experience. No matter what, it
promises to be a fun evening out.

N Community Calendar [

CCAFfinishing
requirementsonline—
Students pursuing their
Community College of
the Air Force degrees
can take advantage of
DistanceLearning
opportunities provided
through the CCAF Web
site by participating
accredited ingtitutions.
Students now have
access to applicable
courses that have been
reviewed and approved
by CCAF viathe Web
site http:/
www.maxwell.af.mil/aw/
ccaf/ge init/

Gl Javaseeks
musicians—Gl Javais
looking for local
musicians to play at the
coffee house during
business hours. Solo
performers and bands
arewelcome. Cal
Chaplain (1st Lt.) Mike
Martin at 606-5778 for
an audition.

Gift of Groceries
program —The Defense
Commissary Agency
offersagift certificate
program that allows
anyone to purchase
commissary gift
certificates, which can
be donated to military
familiesthrough
charitable organizations
or given directly to
military friendsand
family touseat local
commissaries. Gift
certificates can be
purchased online at
WWW.Commissaries.com.

Allan Hancock
Collegeforeign film

21

series— Fridaysin
March at the Santa
Mariacampus. Afilmis
also scheduled to play
Saturday at the Lompoc

Valley Center. All films
are subtitled in English
and begin at 7 p.m. For
moreinformation, call
(805) 922-6966, Ext. 3209

Allan Hancock
Collegecomputer
classes— AHC offers
short-term computer
classesin SantaMaria,
Lompoc and Santa 'Y nez
as part of its Fast Track
schedule of classes. All
computer courses are
structured to offer
students hands-on
training. Self-paced
classes are also
available at the Santa
Maria campus and the
Lompoc Valley Center.

CAL-VET homeloan
class—1:30t03:30 p.m.
today at the family
support center. Call
606-0801.

Vandenberg
Spouses’ Club college
scholar ship —
applications are
availablefor qualifying
applicants through their
high school counselors
and all first sergeants, at
the Vandenberg Thrift
Shop and the education
office. All applications
should be sent to VSC
Scholar ship
Committee, P.O. Box
5514, VAFB, Ca. 93437
by Mar ch 28. For more
information, call Kari
Rossen at 734-1028.

Closed captioning
proj ect —Allan Hancock
College needs
volunteers who are
competent typists, have
acommand of the
English language and
are good spellers. The
Learning Assistance
Program project isto
caption alibrary of

21

nearly 3,000films. Call
Brian Dill at (805) 922-
6966, Ext. 3788.

American Military
University —offersfree
undergraduate tuition
through the Spouse
Schoolmates
Scholarship programto
spouses of active duty
members who attend the
college as
undergraduate
students. Call (703) 330-
5398.

TheVandenberg
Airmen’sAttic - needs
donations of items
necessary to set up a
household. The
program is open to
military personnel E-5
and below with anAir
Force Form 552 from
their first sergeant. Call
606-5484.

Dadsto-New Dads
and Momsto-New
Momsprograms—
These mentorship
programs offer support
to new moms and dads.
Call Nancy Siasat 606-
5338.

Freecar seats—
availablefor single-
incomefamiliesE-4 and
below. Cdl 606-5338.

Harbor and boat
cruises — at Adventure
Marinain Morro Bay.
Cdl (805) 772-9463.

Twilight beach
horseback rides—at
Pacific DunesRanchin
Oceano. Beginnersare
welcome. Call (805) 489-
8100.

Girl Scout cookie
sales—Girl Scoutsare
at the base exchange
and commissary each
weekendin Marchwith
cookiesfor sale. Call
606-1119.
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SAT

Allan Hancock
CollegeConcert Band
popsconcert—7:30 p.m.
Saturday at the First
Baptist Church of Santa
Maria, 2970 SantaMaria
Way. Tickets cost $5 to
$8. Call (805) 922-6966,
Ext. 3252.

Oscar Night at Gl
Java—-5to9p.m.
Sunday at Gl Javain the
DeltaDormitory. The
30th Mission Support
Group spouses provide
freefood, drinks, and an
Academy Awards ballot
contest. Winner
receivesa$s0 gift
basket.

Officeclosure—The
family support center is
closed for staff training
every Monday from 7:30
t09:30am. Those
requiring emergency Air
ForceAidwill be
assisted. Call 606-0801.

TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) —7to
8 p.m. Mondays at the
Vandenberg Health and
Wellness Center. Call
theHAWC at 606-2221.

Relaxation room —
8:30am.t03:30p.m.
Monday - Friday at the
HAWC. Call 606-2221.

Allan Hancock
Collegephoto exhibit —
7:30am.to9p.m.
Monday — Thursday,
7:30am.to 3 p.m. Friday,
and9am.tolp.m.
Saturday in the art
gdlery at the Santa
Mariacampus. Thisfree
exhibit runs through
March 31, and features
black and white photos
of Latinofarmworkers
on the Central Coast.
Cdl (805) 922-6966.

Sponsor ship
training—3to4p.m.
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SAT
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SUN

fun.

our nation.

¢ G.I. Java — This free coffee house is
open 5to 9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
for dorm residents. Sunday night is
Oscar Night with food, games, prizes and

¢ Daily prayer fellowship—Every
morning from 7:15 to 7:25 a.m. in Chapel
1. All Vandenberg is invited to pray for

¢ Catholic Lenten fellowship—Every
Friday during Lent a soup and bread meal
is served at 5 p.m. in the Chapel 1

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
8:30 a.m. Praise and Worship, Chapel 2
10 a.m. Catholic Mass, Chapel 1
11:30 a.m. Traditional Protestant, Chapel 1
11:30 a.m. Gospel, Chapel 2

Monday - Friday
11:30 a.m. Catholic Mass, Chapel 2

Saturday
5 p.m. Catholic Mass, Chapel 2

Chapel Services & Events

For other denomination worship services and events, call the chapel at 606-5773.

Annex. The Stations of the Cross follow
the meal at 6 p.m. in Chapel 1.

¢ Protestant Lenten event — A meal
of soup and bread is served each
Wednesday during Lent at 11:30 a.m. in
the Pacific Coast Club.

¢ Torah study — 7 p.m. Sundays in
Lompoc. Call 605-7564 or 736-5822 for
more information. Everyone is welcome.

¢ Praise Kids - 5:30 p.m. Sundays in
the religious education building for
children 4 years — 5th grade.

Tuesday at the family
support center. Call 606-
0801

Pre-separation
briefing—8am.
Tuesdaysin the family
support center. The
briefing isrequired 90
days prior to leaving the
service. Call 606-0801.

Single Parents
Support Group—11:30
am. to 1 p.m. the second
and fourth Tuesday of
each month at the
Vandenberg Services
Center. Call 606-9958.

Joint Retiree
ActivitiesCenter —
Openl0am.to2p.m.
Tuesday - Friday in
building 10346 inthe
Vandenberg Base
Exchange shopping
center. Call 606-5474.

Women’'sHistory
Month meetings—noon
to1lp.m. every
Wednesday in March at
the Pacific Coast Club.
Cdl 606-3284.

Depression
management group -
10:30am. tonoon
Thursdays at
theVandenberg Life Skills
Support Center. New
groups begin every 6-8
weeks. Thegroupis
open to active-duty
membersand their
dependents. It's
appropriate for adults or
mature adolescents
experiencing depression.
Call Capt. ArlinHatchor
the L SSC gtaff at 606-
8217.

Women, Infantsand
Children—8am.t04:30
p.m. thefourth
Thursday of each month
inthe family support
center. Call 605-8557 or
the Lompoc WIC office
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TUE

26
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THU

a 737-6470for an
appointment.

KidsontheMove
wor kshop —3t04:30
p.m. Friday at thefamily
support center. Classis
for children agessix to
11 arriving or departing
Vandenberg. Call 606-
0801.

Little Shop of
Horrors—LompocHigh
School presents this
musica at 7:30 p.m.
March 28 —29 and April
4-5intheLompoc
CivicAuditorium.
Ticketscost $5to $8.
Cadl 735-5606, Ext. 413.

Vandenberg
Spouses' Club auction—
6 p.m. Mar. 29 at the
Pecific Coast Club. Bid
numbers cost $2. The
event isopen to al but
reservations are
necessary. Call Karen
Rifeat 734-0397.

YellowstoneNational
Park lodging—Military
2 members, civil servants
and their familiesvisiting
Yellowstone National
Park can rent six-person
trailers at reduced rates.
Trallersareavailableat
Flagg Ranch and
Lionshead Resort at the
park. Phone-in
reservations begin April
2 for May and June
bookings, May 1 for
July, and June 3 for
August and September.
Cdl (208) 828-6333for
reservations.

Allan Hancock
Collegepottery sale—
noonto4p.m.April 11
and9am.to4p.m.April
12 inthe Student Center
conference room on the
SantaMariacampus.
Cdll (805) 922-6966, Ext.
3252,

SAT

At the Movies

Today

About Schmidt

A story about a man who
is set adrift following
retirement and the sudden
death of his wife. Uncertain
about his future as well as
his past, he sets out to
attend his daughter’s
wedding. Rated R
Saturday

Shanghai Knights

When a Chinese rebel
murders Chon’s estranged
father and escapes to

England, Chon and Roy
make their way to London
with revenge on their mind
Rated PG-13

Sunday

The Recruit

Ayoung CIA trainee
suspects his instructor and
others of being a double
agents for the Chinese
government. Rated R

All movies start at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. A minimum of 15
people must be present for movies
to run.



B2 SPACE & MISSILE TIMES

FOOD SERVICE

COMING SOON!
The Quarterly

Birthday Meall

Hosted by the
30th Services Squadron

Thequarterly meal for January, February and
March birthdays is held at Breakers Dining
Facility on\Wednesday. Doorsopenat 5 p.m.,
meal served at 5:30 p.m. All enlisted personnel
on BASor meal card may attend the birthday
med withoneguest. Call Food Servicesat 606-
3219 or seethefirst sergeant to sign up!

QGlory <7
of ﬁ ~
@ﬁflﬁf /A}\
I\

Crystal Cathedral!
Aprll He $80 per person

Transportation and excellent seating!
Call 606-7976 for more information.

TRAVEL FAIRE
Spring 2003

March 28 « 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
FREE at the Serices Center!
Snacks, Drinks & Door Prizes

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING
for 5-night stay at the Aston
Waikiki Beach Hotel

Come and meet our travel vendors!

Call 606-1675 for more information.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CTR

Ice Cream

Social!

2:30 to 4:30 p.m. today
at the

Child Development Center
Parents are invited to come enjoy this
special treat with their child as a greeting
to spring! This will give parents time to
socialize with their child and the parents
of other children. Please let caregivers
know if attending.

For more information, call the Vandenberg
Child Development Center at 606-1555.

YOUTH SPORTS

VAFB YOUTH

SOFTBALL PROGRAM

iscurrently looking for young ladies, age 11-14 tofill
|eague teams. Registration continuesonly until teams
arefull, sodon’t missout! Register today at the Youth
Center between 7 am. and 5 p.m. For moreinformation
cal 606-2152.

VAFB YOUTHSPORTS

is holding a sports advisory board meeting 6 p.m.
Monday at the Youth Sports Office, building 16156.
For moreinformation, please call Kristi at 606-9374.

SWIMMING POOL

SWIMMING POOL

isnow open after being refurbished. Come on over
and swim afew laps!
Call 606-3581 for moreinformation.

h Services New

March 21, 2003

/
MARcH MADNESS

Catch the
‘SWEET SIXTEEN’
games at the
Pacific Coast Club’s
E-Lounge & O-Lounge
every day during
regular business

New ofrlLedNs

Visit us on the web at www.30svs.com

Saturday! MUG NIGHT, 9p.m. to 2 a.m. in the E-Lounge
FAMILY CHILD CARE

MILDLY ILL CHILD CARE PROGRAM (MIFCC)

The Vandenberg Family Child Care (FCC) office is excited to announce the implementation of
a new program. Effective immediately, parents can take advantage of the program by registering
their child with the FCC. The Mildly Ill Family Child Care Program is an Air Force initiative that
allows parents to leave their ‘mildly illI' children with a certified caregiver so they don’t have to
take time off from work.

Vandenberg Air Force Base was selected as one of 20 test bases for the Air Force. We hope \)
you take advantage of this program by enrolling your child.
For additional information, call Gwen Jones, Family Child Care Coordinator, at 606-4639 or y

606-3255.

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Sailing at Santa Barbara with Steve Renz

silng 4 [hale-Tdeing

SUNDAY

10:30 a.m. Depart Outdoor Rec, building 10250
10.30 a m t0 5.30 p m 11:30 a.m. Briefing with Steve on safety/rules
- B - B 12 p.m. Boat leaves harbor
$4Blm 3:30to 4 p.m. Return to harbor
per person 4:30 p.m. Depart for Vandenberg; arrive at 5:30 p.m.
For more information, or to make reservations, call Outdoor Rec at 606-5908. @\\\

FITNESS CENTER

TUESDAY
YogaFitness, 6to 7 p.m., a the Services Center.

VOLUNTEERSWANTED!

Women volunteersand basketba l playersareneeded
toformteamsto scrimmageagaing theAir Force
Women'sBasketbdl Camp players.

Coach Darren Savelaisthe POC for the Fitness Center, 606-3832.

FOOTBALL FIELD CLOSURE
Thefootbal fiddisclosed for mantenanceuntil theend of April.

For moreinformeation, call 606-3832.
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bontest oD

DB
e ™" Baskethall
" ALL-STARS )



