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(Base Briefs__

BEACH HOTLINE

PROVIDES UPDATES

Surf Beach violation to-
tal continues to stand at
16 while minuteman car-
ries one. The maximum
limit at Surf Beach is 25
violations. The maximum
at Minuteman is five.
When the limit is reached,
the respective beach will
close until Sept. 30, the
end of the Western Snowy
Plover nesting season.
The open-area boundaries
are clearly marked and
base officials will issue ci-
tations to people who en-
ter closed areas. Normal
beach hours for Wall, Min-
uteman and Surf beaches
are Friday through Monday
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. For
more information regarding
beach access or status,
call the Beach Hotline at
606-6804.

CLOSURE ALTERS

BASE ACCESS

El Rancho Road is
closed until June 24 for
drainage and road repair.
During the closure, Titan
Gate is open for access to
North Vandenberg.

COMM CLOSED FOR

PICNIC, CEREMONY

Visual Information Cus-
tomer Service (Photogra-
phy and Graphics, Bldg.
12000, 2™ Floor) is closed
all day June 14 for their
annual picnic. Customer
service is closed from
9:30 a.m. to noon June 18
for 30t CS change of com-
mand. For more informa-
tion, call 606-5801.

TRANS PROVIDES
RIDES TO EVENT

The 30" Transportation
Squadron will provide bus
shuttle service to the
Lompoc Flag Day cer-
emony Today. Busses will
pick up passengers at the
Sesto Auditoruim Parking
lot and at the Parade
Grounds at 10 a.m. and
will return around 1 p.m..
The ceremony is from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and will feature the
Vandenberg Honor Guard,
Maj. Gen. Michael Hamel,
14" Air Force commander,
Col. Robert M. Worley I,
30" Space Wing com-
mander and 30" SW Com-
mand Chief Master Sgt.
Michael Morey.

COMMANDER TO
CONDUCT POPS

Col. Robert M. Worley
Il, 30" Space Wing com-
mander will be the guest
conductor for the Lompoc
Pops Orchestra concert,
celebrating country and
folk music of America,
June 24 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Trinity Church of the
Nazarene, 500 East. North
Avenue. Master Sgt.
Quinn Johnson will sing the
National Anthem. Call
Diane Siminski at (805)
236-9365 for ticket infor-
mation.

GROUP ASSISTS
FAMILY MEMBERS
Spouse’s of deployed, re-
mote-tour and extended-
duty members are invited
to join other spouses at
Cocheo Park from noon to
3 p.m. Saturday for a pic-
nic. Food will be provided
as well as the chance to
learn about programs avail-
able on base. The event
is sponsored by the 30"

See NEWS Page 4

Officials
announce
promotion
releasedates

BRANDOLPHAFB, Texas —Air
Force officias plan to release the
list of newly promoted technical and
master sergeants June 27 (June 28
for those units across the interna-
tional dateline).

The list of new staff sergeant
promotions is set for release Aug.
14.

Lists of those selected for pro-
motion will be available on theAir
Force Personnel Center’s home
pageby 4:30 p.m.CDT June28and
Aug. 15, respectively.

To alow as many deployed air-
men aspossibleto be considered in
the regular promotion cycles, the
announcementswere delayed from
theoriginally scheduled dates, said
Air Forceofficias.

The delays, however, will have
no effect on the promotion effec-
tive dates: Aug. 1 for technical and
master sergeants and Sept. 1 for
staff sergeants.

Delays resulted from the Air
Force dlowing extra time for de-
ployed and returning airmen to test,
saidAir Forceofficials.

“We want to make sure we con-
sider as many people as we possi-
bly can so when we run the selec-
tionlistitwill closely mirror what it
would look likeif 100 percent of the
eligibles had tested in the normal
timeframe,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Nathalie Swisher, chief of the en-
listed promotion management sec-
tionat AFPC here.

“ThisensurestheWeighted Air-
man Promotion System continues
tobefair and equitablefor all (non-
commissioned officers) competing
for promotion,” Swisher said.

AFPC will relese the major
promotinlist June 20.

Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

NOAA-M ready for June 24 launch

By STAFF ScT.REBECCA BONILLA

30" Space Wing Public Affairs

B As Team Vandenberg and Lockheed
Martin countdown toward the next Titan
Il launch, scientists have been busy ready-
ing a National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration satellite for its June 24

flight.

Sometime during a 10-minute launch
window that opensat 11:22 am., therocket
will carry the satellite, dubbed NOAA-M,

into polar orbit.

This is the last scheduled launch of a
NOAA satelliteon board aTitan || booster.

Its instruments will observe the Earth
and provide global data for users whose
requirementsinclude short-, medium-, and
long-range weather forecasts. Paired with
another polar orbiting satellite, NOAA-M
will monitor theentire Earth, providing data
on temperature, humidity, ozone and

clouds.

In preparation for the launch, NASA’'s
spacecraft processing team prepared the
satellitein a clean room, here with sterile
conditionsrivaling those of ahospital op-

erating room.

“Wewant to make surewe do not intro-
duce contaminants that may lock up the
optics,” said Rafael Gomez, Lockheed Mar-
tin Astronautics deputy program manager.

In what could be a scene from a sci-
ence fiction movie, the team wears head-
to-toe snow-white “bunny” suits over

their clothing.

They must avoid amyriad of itemsthat
See NOAA Page 4

NASA engineers and technicians
complete the final preparation
stages of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
satellite processing in a clean
room. The NOAA-M launch is
scheduled for June 24 on board a
Titan Il booster. This will be the
last launch of a NOAA satellite on

a Titan Il booster.

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN APRIL MUNIZ

Members of the 30™" Security Forces Squadron carry the
Special Olympics Flame of Hope through the base Tuesday
as part of the California Law Enforcement Torch Run.

Cops carry ‘Hope’
on six-mile run

By MasTER ScT. Ty FOSTER

30" Space Wing Public Affairs

B More than 20 of Team
Vandenberg'ssecurity forcesprofes-
sionalsjoinedtheir civilian counter-
parts Tuesday for the Southern Cali-
forniaLaw Enforcement Torch Run.

CadliforniaHighway Petrol offic-
ers handed the torch to base cops
at the Missile V. They carried the
torch six miles through the base,
out the Lompoc Gate and down
Santa Lucia Canyon Road where
they handed it off to Department of
Justice corrections officers at the
Lompoc Prison.

Thetorcharrivesin Long Beach
today for the2002 Specia Olympics
Summer gamesopening ceremonies
at CdiforniaState University.

Thisyear’s Torch Runinvolved
morethan 3,500 officersfromlocal,
county, state, federal and military
agencies. They carried the torch
more than 1,500 milesthrough 200
communitiesin California.

Now inits 21 year, therun was
the brainchild of Chief Richard
LaMunyon of the Wichita, Kan.,
Police Department, according to the
officia Law Enforcement Torch Run

Website. Therewereonly eight of-
ficersinthefirst run and no money
was raised.

Today, there are more than 100
separaterunsin morethan 30 coun-
tries. About 70,000 law enforcement
personnel raise more than $18 mil-
lioninwhat hasbecomethe largest
grassroots fundraising event for
Special Olympics, according tothe
Website.

According to Staff Sgt. Derek
Greene, 30" Security Forces Squad-
ronassistant NCOin chargeof train-
ing and base Torch Run coordina-
tor, this is the sixth year 30" SFS
cops have supported the event.

“Vandenberg assisted in raising
just over $4,000 by working events
such as the Red Lobster ‘Cops &
Lobsters charity driveand by sell-
ing Special Olympics Torch Run
hats and T-shirts,” Greene said.

All fundsraised by law enforce-
ment members go directly toward
Special Olympics program support
and devel opment, expensesfor ath-
lete participationinlocal, regional,
stateand international competitions
as well as training workshops and
conferences.

Three2"d SL Smaintainers
named best In command

Sguadron makes
history sweeping
AFSPC awards

By CarT. DAN WETMORE

2" Space Launch Squadron

B The 2" Space L aunch Squadron
recently added to its growing list
of achievements when it ran away
with Air Force Space Command's
2001 Spacelift Maintainer of the
Year competition.

Tech. Sgt. Kevin Schnicker,
Master Sgt. Dave Erb and Capt.
CarlosDamau, defied all oddsand
swept their counterparts at Patrick
AFB.

This award is given each year
tothe NCO, senior NCO, and com-
pany grade officer who displays
the most outstanding accomplish-
mentsintheareas of primary duty,
leadership, community service,
and self-improvement.

“What a tremendous accom-
plishment for these threeindividu-
als and the 2™ SLS maintenance
team,” said Col. Robert M. Worley
I1, 30" Space Wing commander.

“First they took the best
spacelift maintenance title at
Guardian Challengefor the second
year in arow, and now they make
a clean sweep of the AFSPC an-
nual Spacelift Maintenance
Awards,” he said. “Who can ar-
gue with the fact that we have the
finest spacelift maintenance team
in the world right here at
Vandenberg?’

Thiswasthefirst timeever that
a single squadron swept all three
annual AFSPC maintenance
categories.

“It’'slike having amaintenance
all-star team right here in one
squadron,” said Lt. Col. Clint Cro-
sier, 2" SL.Scommander.

“That’sjust amazing,” Crosier
said. “Working closely with each
as | do, I’'m not sure there is any

ond in command of one of themost
diverse maintenance flights in
AFSPC, Erb managed more than
200 projectsand 20 facility modi-
fications worth more than $6 mil-
lion during 2001. Working in the
most environmentally stringent
county in the country, he ensured
100 percent compliance while
managing the environmental pro-
gramsfor 86 facilities.

Challeng? these Dal mau, the
comeorany oo “Who can argue  Fight - com.
they o't 2. with the fact that  makrandur
they takeiton” We have the finest Arspc spacdift

Schnicker, a M aintenance

spacecraft main-

spacelift

Officer of the

tenance control- maintenance team Year, spent 2001
ler,whowascho- . , leadingthelarg-
sen asAFspc's 1IN the world ... ?”7  eq flight in the
NCO Spacelift Col. Robert M. Worley Il 30" Operations
Maintainer of the 30" Space Wing, commander Group.

Year, synchro-
nized all mission power needsfor
three launch pads as the squad-
ron facility power lead. He over-
saw 15 satellite procedures for a
Titan IV launch, upheld the ops
tempo by expediting repair of a
burned-out power line during the
pre-launch system verification,
and authored the first-ever com-
prehensiveAtlas Satellite Control -
ler training program. He accom-
plished all this during the highest
ops tempo in squadron history.
Erb, the Support Flight Super-
intendent, garnered honors as the
AFSPC Senior NCO Spacelift
Maintainer of the Year. As sec-

The captain
was directly responsible for the
on-pad maintenance and genera-
tion of three separate rockets, in-
cluding the Department of
Defense’'s number one spacelift
priority launch of a National Re-
connaissance Office satellite only
three weeks after the Sept. 11
tragedy.

Asthe 2" SL S embarks on an
unprecedented scheduleto launch
four missions in the next seven
months, including the historic last
missions of both the Atlasand Ti-
tan |l programs, thisteam of award
winnerswill put their expertiseto
work.

AWARD RECOGNITION FEATURE ARTICLE

The Space & Missile Times will recognize
all unit and individual Air Force-level awards
that Team Vandenberg has received for 2001.

The deadline for submitting award informa-
tion for this feature is June 28. Publication is

slated for July 12. Late submissions will run
on a space available basis.

For information, call 606-2040 or e-mail
award information to space&missiletimes@
vandenberg.af.mil.

Weekend forecast

In this issue of the Suicide is the
second leading

.l cause of death in

Team V'’s youth ; _
o ) Low clouds in the morning and
enjoy day of fun. evening with clear afternoon skies.
Softball and P,  Low/High
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Also view The Space & Missile Times at

http://www.vandenberg.af.mil/30sw/news/

S|

ace_times/index.html

the Air Force. You

| are the difference.

See Page 3.

baseball seasons
ended Saturday.
Page 5.

L 4371

For a full VAFB weather report visit
www.vandenberg.af.mil/30sw/organizations
/300g/weather/weather_index.html
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IVI ission success is our top priority, and the talented

S DE LA PLAYA DE SURF .
M men and women of Team Vandenberg get it done

with excellence.

Key to the effectiveness of any great team is good commu-
nication. The 30" Space Wing Commander’s Action Line is
your direct communication link to me.

It provides an avenue for you to voice your concerns, share
constructive ideas, or give your Vandenberg teammates a pat
on the back.

| appreciate your input, and | am personally involved in
every response.

While the Commander’s Action Line is a great way to
communicate, don’t forget there are many other avenues to
get answers to your questions including your chain of com-
mand, first sergeants, base services officials and other base
professionals.

Thanks for helping to make Vandenberg such a great place
to work and live. When calling the action line, please leave
your name and phone number in case more information is

neeéeé 6- 7 850 E-mail your message to

actionline@vandenberg.af.mil

g ok Col. Robert M. Worley |l
PHoTo BY AIRMAN 157 cLASS CANDACE ANGLIN Commander,

When people trespass into closed areas, violations are incurred by the base. When Surf 30th Space Wing
Beach violations exceed 25, Surf closes until Sept. 30, the end of plover nesting season.

\/i O I a'tl ons: Dangerous sign

of the times?

Call or eemail:

By TEcH. ScT. CHRIS GILDERSON
30™ Security Forces Squadron

igns. They tell uswhere
0 go, where not to go,
ow to get there and how
much it costs.

Why isit, then, that some
peopleignore these time-,
money- and sometimeslife-
saving tools?

It'sno different at
Vandenberg.

Our beaches, for example, are
dangerously close to being
closed for the summer.

Why? People are disobeying
the warning signs, barriers, and
fences surrounding the open
beach areas.

During the Western Snowy
Plover nesting season, from
March 1 to Sept. 30, beach
accessis limited to protect the
threatened species’ critical
habitat.

In order to allow access,
base officials agreed to post
signs, hire security patrols and
erect fencing to clearly delineate
the open area boundaries.

Some people areignoring the
clearly marked signsand
boundaries causing the violation
count to rise.

Per agreement withthe U. S.

Fishand Wildlife Service, each
of the base’s three beaches has
athreshold limit. If thelimitis
reached, the beach is closed.

So far there have been 16
violations in the closed areas of
Surf Beach. Thethreshold is 25.
Minuteman has one violation
and alimit of five.

At the current violation rate,
Surf will close before the Fourth
of July weekend.

Signs at the beaches aren’t
the only ones being bypassed.

Some people don’t obey
street signs and barriers.

Have you ever seen someone
drive around orange cones to get
into a closed parking lot; drive
around barriersto go down a
closed street; or lift their
mountain bike over afenceto
ride the trails on the other side?

Like any other, those signs
and barriers are there for a
reason.

It might be to prevent injury
due to hazardous conditions.

They could be in place to
maintain national security.

Or, in the case of Lompoc
Casmalia Road and the base
beaches, they could be there to
protect threatened or endan-
gered species.

Investigations show most

violatorshike, bikeor ridetheir
horses right past the signs and
barriers asif they don’t apply to
their particular situation.

Signsand barriers apply to all
of us—whether walking, riding
or driving.

Anyone who disregards the
limitations or guidance or a
posted sign could receive
citations, fines, jail sentences or
loss of base privileges for their
violation.

Like many lapses of judg-
ment, these violations carry
penalties that can hit a person
whereit hurts—their wallet.

Entering an area closed for
the protection of endangered
species could result in fines up
t0 $5,000.

If your unlawful entry results
in the death, injury, or harass-
ment of that species, the fines
riseto $50,000 and up to ayear
in prison.

So do everyone afavor —if
you see asign, take the time to
read and heed it.

If you see someone turning a
blind eye to a posted sign — help
us out — get them headed in the
right direction.

Your actions could keep the
beaches open for the remainder
of the season, save alife or keep
your money in your pocket.
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Get the facts!

During crises or
emergencies, call the
Vandenberg rumor control
line at
606-1857.

DON'T DRINK & DRIVE

Call

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
at 698-8822 or 698-8823
FOR A FREE RIDE HOME!

Crash landssenior NCO in hospital

Proper seatbelt use proves critical to minimizing injuries

By MAsTER ScT. JEFF BOHN

90" Space Wing Public Affairs

Thefi rstthing | remember
about Mother’s Day 2002
was the warning, “don’t
stare at the light.”

Then, | saw the advisory
sticker on the inside of acompuit-
erized axial tomography machine
— adsoknownasaCT Scan
machine. The sticker confused
me, because | had no ideawhy |
wasreading it, where | wasor
how | got there.

The pieces came together
shortly thereafter as | talked to
passing nurses, attendants and
police officersin the hospital’s
emergency room. Suffering from
aconcussion, | tried to make
sense of all that was going on
around me, and, after asking
repeated questions, | started to
retain some sense of the situa-
tion. | wasavictim of amulti-
vehicle car accident.

According to the pieces of the
puzzle revealed by witnesses of
the accident, sometime around
noon | was driving to a hardware
store and passed through an
intersection. They said the light
was green for me, but another

vehicle apparently didn't seeit
that way.

Estimated at 35 to 40 mph, the
small sedan struck my sport
utility vehicle broadside at the
driver’sdoor. Theforceful
broadside collision slid my
vehiclefiveto 10 feet down the
road and tore my right front tire
off of therim.

| didn’t remember any of the
accident or the events that
happened that morning.

A womaninthe emergency
room asked my name, and then
said shewas sorry. | didn't
understand why then, but later |
realized it was she and her
husband who “T-boned” me with
their automobile.

More than four hours later, |
left with my supervisor to start a
12-hour observation to make sure
| didn’t stop breathing due to my
concussion.

First, we went to get the keys
to my house, which werestill in
my wrecked vehicle. Whenwe
got to the wrecking yard, | saw
torn metal. Plasticlittered the
driver’sside and the interior of
the cab. Theremainsof a
cheeseburger were pasted on the
seats. | didn’t remember a

DON'T DRINK & DRIVE
Calll

Ainmen Against Dnunik Drivimng
at 698-8822 or 698-8823
FOR A IFREE RIDE HOMIE!

moment of it.

Theonly physical reminder |
have is a sore neck and head, but
no cuts, visible bruises or broken
bones were apparent. | thank my
vehicle manufacturer for doing
their part in creating astructurally
sound vehicle that protected my
driver’sside paneling from
crumpling on top of me.

Without restraint | would most
surely have been thrown against
the passenger side door and
window. Had it not been for the
shoulder restraint, the thump on
the head from whip-lashing the
driver window glasswould’ ve
been great enough to shatter
through the window, doing who-
knows-what to my head, neck
and shoulder.

The airbags touted as being a
lifesaver for adult driversdidn’t
deploy because it was a side
impact.

For 16 years| wasafirefighter
who had pulled many people out
of crashed carsin horrific
damage.

| never thought it would
happen to me, but it did, and I’'m
alivetotell my story. Seatbelts
save many more lives than they
hurt. I'm certainly thankful | wore
mine.
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SUICIDE:

By MasTER ScT. TY FOSTER
30" Space Wing Public Affairs

icide is the second
leading cause of death
ong active-duty Air
orce members, sur-
passed only by unintentional
injury, .

Last year, threeAir Force
Space Command active-duty
members committed suicide and
11 othersattempted to kill
themselves.

Awareness is the key to
prevention.

“The more people know
about risk factors and what to do
or say to someone who is going
through adifficult period helps
to significantly reduce the threat
of someone making animpulsive
decision to end their life,” said
Capt. Chad Johnson, 30"
Medica Group Suicide Preven-
tion Officer.

The captain speaks from
personal experience.

“Suicide hashit homefor me
on more than one occasion,” he
said. “| havelost aclosefriend, a
co-worker and associates.”

Fromtheir perception, he
said, al of themfelt their
problems had become over-
whelming and unmanageable.

“They could not see the
proverbial ‘light at the end of the
tunnel,”” he said.

Unfortunately, people don’t
alter how they approach suicidal
actions until it affects someone
intheir social circle, hesaid.

How can someonetell when a
person isin significant distress?

“The best indicator is that
they no longer seem like

NEED-TO-KNOW
PHONE NUMBERS

|
I
I mThere are several sources
| of assistance available
I here:
+ Integrated Delivery
I system: 606-0039
I « Life Skills Support
| Center:606-8217
I ¢ Chaplains: 606-5773
¢ Family Advocacy:
I 6065338
I + Family Support Center:
| 606-0039

themselves,” Johnson said.
“Normally peopleareableto deal
with situations that arise with a
minimal amount of noticeable
stress.”
One of hisfriendswas
overwhelmed by her crisis.
“When she began having
trouble, it seemed to melike the
problems she was facing were
managesble and that anyone
would be able to work through
them and move on,” he said. By
the time he' d learned that she
didn’t have the skills to cope with
her stressors, it was too late.
“She began to drink heavily,
isolate herself and she seemed to
lose interest in things that | knew
wereimportant to her,” the
suicide prevention officer said.
Alcohol abuseisahighrisk
factor alerting apotential
vulnerability to suicide. Other
high risk factors are: substance
abuse, financial and legal
problems, few social tiesor
loneliness, prolonged unmanage-
able stress, and feelings of

Captain shares losses,
prevention measures

depression or worthlessness.

Never assume a person can
handle everything on their own,
Johnson said, suicidal people are
completely overwhelmed by their
current crisis.

The most commonly associ-
ated factor with suicide in the Air
Forceisproblemsinintimate
relationships, including marital
and dating relationships.

Another misconception about
suicideis that those who talk
about suicidewill not doit.

A key signal of distressis
obsessing or talking about death,
dying, and violence aswell as
purchasing firearms or other
weapons.

“In the vast majority of cases,
the person has sent out signs
about possible suicide. A plan to
end one'sown lifeisan extremely
ambivalent process,” said Mg.
Stephen Tudller, Life Skills
Support Center flight commander.
“The most dangerous time comes
when the person actually makes
the decision to carry out the
plan.”

By then, loose ends are sewn
up, pOssessions are given away,
and suicide notes written.

“The goal isto train people to
recognize the warning signs and
inquire,” Tueller said.

Other significant signs
someone may need assistance
includewithdrawing from friends
and family or suddenly making
amends with others, sudden
changes in behavior or losing
interest in work or usual activi-
ties.

What can we do to help?

“ A common misconception
about suicide isthat talking

Firefighter organizestour nament,
raises $15,000 for burn survivors

By StAaFE ScT. REBECCA BONILLA

30" Space Wing Public Affairs

B A Vandenberg firefighter led the charge to raise
$15,000 to support an organi zation dedicated to as-

sisting burn victims.

Spearheading a golf tournament to benefit the
non-profit Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors,
Greg Leptich surpassed all expectations.

The Avila Beach event drew participants from
throughout Southern Californiaand earned $20,000.

When the Vandenberg Fire Department began
contributing to the organization, the average annual
donation was between $250 and $500.

In 2000, Leptich took charge. He organized agolf
tournament in Avila Beach to raise funds for Quest.
That year, the tournament raised $7,000. Now, in
what started out as a purely local event, players
travel hundreds of miles for the annual fundraiser.

Ever the planner, Leptich sets aside money from
the tournament each year so the success of next

year's event isin the bank.

Camperslearn about firedangers

By MASTER ScT. LLoyp ConLEY

30" Space Wing Public Affairs

orethan 30
Vandenberg youth

|learned what it takes

tobeafirefighter
Saturday and Sunday.

Members of the Vandenberg
fire protection flight held amini
firecampfor children ages6to 12
at the main fire station here.

“Thefirecampisfor funand
education,” said Senior Airman
John Cook, 30" Civil Engineer
Squadron fire protection flight.

Thefirefighter’sobstacle
course was a favorite among the
children, said Tech. Sgt. Phil
Nixon, 30" CESfire prevention
chief.

On the obstacle course, they
donned afireman’sjacket and
helmet then doused a“fire” with
awell-aimed high-pressure water
hose. Brightly colored traffic
cones simulated the fire for the
junior firefighters.

To extinguish thefire, the
children had to knock down the
cones.

The task was easier said than
done, but Jason Vasguez, 6, and
Andrew Coutee, 7, were up to the
challenge.

Working together, the two of
them made short work of the
“blaze.”

“It wasalot of fun,” Vasquez

The 30 Space Wing

Thisyear he set aside $5,000.

“Leptich istruly an unsung hero working count-

less hours behind the scenes to put this event to-
gether,” said Base Fire Chief Mark Farias. “Hisdedi-

cation truly makes him an ambassador to the com-

Cdifornia

munity and a credit to the Air Force.”

Managed entirely by volunteers, Quest is a non-
profit organization that raises money through vari-
ous fundraisers throughout the year.

Vandenberg's check was presented in conjunc-
tion with the organization’s largest fundraiser, the
Quest Rally. Therally is aweek-long event where
the volunteer staff travels in a caravan with their
lights blazing and sirens wailing. They visit fire,
medical and law enforcement agencies throughout

At each stop along the way, the staff collects
contributions for burn survivors.

For the past three years, the Vandenberg Fire De-
partment has far surpassed the more than 60 other

participating organizations in donations.

-~
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(Left to right) Base firefighter Airman Casey Schumacher,
Raquel, Jasmine and Selina Mann and base firefighter
Charles Rosales man the fire hose to put out a “fire.”

said. Hispartner agreed.

Next, the dynamic duo
practiced putting together fire
hose couplings as quickly as
possible.

Afterward, they used adummy
to practice carrying an injured or
incapacitated person.

Fire campersalso learned how
to get out of a smoke-filled house
safely.

The Smoke Trailer lookslikea
house, complete with akitchen,
stairs and den. When the smoke
drifted into thetrailer, Cook told
the children to drop to the floor

Vision Sta?ement:

Are

and crawl out to safety.

Thepint-sized firefighters
toured afire station and learned
what equipment is carried on a
firetruck.

Nixon said thewholeidea of
the camp was to make the
children more aware of thefire
department and to give them an
insight into the training and skills
necessary to be afirefighter.

Asthe smoke cleared from Fire
Camp, the participantsreceived a
graduation certificate, a
Vandenberg Fire Department T-
shirt, some toys, aruler and
barbecue lunch hot off the grill.

SPACE&MISSILETIMES
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Alcohol and substance abuse are indicators that someone is at high risk for committing
suicide. Every 18 minutes a person commits suicide. It is the second leading cause of
death in the Air Force. A common misconception is that talking with someone about
suicide will give them the idea to harm themselves. Much to the contrary, early
intervention helps people realize their situation is temporary while death is not.

about it with someone will give
them theideato harm them-
selves,” Tueller said.

Others base their lack of
action on the belief that if
someone has decided to harm
him or herself thereisnothing
they can do to change their
mind. Both of these are myths
and create barriersto suicide
prevention.

“Talking with someone
directly about suicideis
among one of the most helpful
things you can do,” Johnson
said.

Most people contemplating

Team

Vandenberg

Spotlight

Name: Staff Sgt. Christopher McCabe
Assignment: 532" Training Squadron
Electromechanical Technician Instructor

Hometown: Chester, N.Y.
Time on VAFB: 6 months
Time in service: 6.5 years

Supervisor’'s Comments: “Chrisis anin-
spiration to our section,” said Master Sgt.
Richard Hazen, 532" TRS, NCO in charge
EMT Training. “He brings a fresh insight to
field activities and how we can implement
recent changes into the course area. He is
a highly motivated and gifted instructor and
we welcome him into our cadre.”

suicide are seeking an end to the
emotional painthey are experi-
encing, not an end to life, he
said.

“Talking with them may open
doors to assistance to help them
through their distress,” Tueller
said.

The key to the prevention of
suicideis early intervention.

“Seeking personal assistance
and encouraging others to do
the same when having difficulty
coping helps prevent more
serious problems from devel op-
ing,” hesaid. “TheAir Force
fosters self-help behavior and in

cases where members have
sought help on their own, the
overwhelming majority —93
percent — never have their
careersimpacted.”

If serious warning signs are
present, including threats of
suicide with aplan, do not leave
the person alone, call 9-1-1 or
seek emergency services
immediately, hesaid.

Suicide prevention lieswith
everyone within the Air Force
community.

“Reaching out to one another
builds strong communities and
familiesand ultimately saves
lives,” Johnson said.

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN APRIL MUNIZ

Team turns dust into dollars

By 2" L1. KELLY GABEL

30" Space Wing Public Affairs

t'slurkinginadark closet,
crammed into abox or some
forgotten corner of the
garage. Nobody usesit or
wearsit. It'sonly gathering dust
—it'sworthless, right?

Not so fast.

The old saying, “One man’'s
trash is another man’s treasure”
istruer than one might think for
one of Vandenberg’s most
dedicated groups of workers and
volunteers.

The base thrift shop is Team
V’slargest fundraiser, said Diane
Gilmore, thrift shop bookkeeper.

Thethrift shop makes 100-
percent profit on all donated
itemsand 25-percent profit on all
consignment merchandise sold,
said Tammie Byrd, office manager.

In ashop where an infant’s
outfit will set a shopper back a
whopping $1, a 25-percent take
may not seem like very much, but
it adds up.

Most people might be
surprised to learn the thrift shop
earnsanimpressive $100,000
annually, said Diane Gilmore,
thrift shop bookkeeper.

“Even our customers don'’t
realizehow muchwe reabletogive
back to the community,” said Jan
Wager, thrift shop chairperson.

It'sawin-win situation for
everyone.

Graduating a course? Getting promoted?
Receiving an award or decoration? Assuming

YO L. command? Part of an award-winning team?

Tell
Us!

Your Unit Public Affairs Representative can help you fill out a Hometown News Release
form. This form is sent to Air Force News where an article is written and sent to the
newpapers in and near your hometown. It's a great way to let the folks back home
learn of your success! Call Public Affairs at 606-3595 for more information.

W The base thrift shop is

open from 9:30 a.m. to 2
p.m. every Tuesday.

“Our base population can
either sell or donate items they no
longer need or want,” said Byrd.
“Either way, the thrift shop makes
money to help key organizations
that primarily benefit that same
population.”

Thisyear, contributionsfrom
thrift shop donations have
benefited various organizations
to the tune of $25,000, said
Gilmore.

Organizations and projects
that have received a cut of this
year’s donated money include:
Crestview Elementary School, the
First Sergeant’sGroup, Gl. Java,
the base girl scout troop, the
Airman’sAttic, CabrilloHigh
School, the Lompoc Pops and the
Summer Reading Program at the
base library, Wager said. “We
pick organizations that have
direct impact on the quality of life
here at Vandenberg.”

The application request for
worthy causes is very easy and
direct, said Wager. Requests for
donationscomein all thetime.

When arepresentative cals
and requests financia assistance,
an advisory board meets to vote
on the request, said Byrd. The

process normally takes less than
30days.

Thisis, infact, an efficient,
well-oiled organization. The shop
and the people responsible for it
are, inaword, thrifty.

Their all-volunteer force keeps
coststo abare minimum.

Enlisting volunteersissimple.
“We beg,” the trio said in unison.

Volunteers usually step up by
word of mouth. Even active-duty
personnel can lend their time and
energy to the thrift shop.

“It's easy to come here during
alunch hour and do some heavy
lifting for us—and we would love
that kind of support,” Wager
said.

“Everything we do isdefi-
nitely ateam effort, weall pull
together to make good things
happen for our military commu-
nity,” she said. “We absolutely
could not run this shop without
our volunteers and our retirees.”

According to Wager, some of
the volunteers have been there
for 30 years, creating the back-
bone and continuity of the thrift
shop. Because of the volunteers,
the shop was able to open one
day aweek during the summer
last year.

The amount of money the
thrift shop was able to donate
thisyear increased by $9,000 due
to revenues generated.

When it comes to the thrift
shop, it'ssimple—givealittle, get
alot.

30" Space Wing

Mission Statement:
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Lara Woods, daughter of Tech. Sgt. Douglas Woods
from the 494" Fighter Squadron, RAF Lakenheath,
waves a flag in anticipation of her father’s return from
Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, June 9. Woods returned
home from an Air Expeditionary Force 2 deployment
after supporting Operation Northern Watch.

PHoTo BY STAFF SGT. WiLLIAM GREER
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Civilian receives
$10K for idea

By AIRMAN 157 CLASS LINDSEY
MAURICE

Researchers
study crew rest

By STAFF SGT. JASON SMITH
437th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

B CHARLESTONAFB,SC.—
Crews here are undergoing re-
search in hopes of finding the per-
fect sleep schedule for future mis-
sions.

Researchers from the U.S. Air
Force Lab at Brooks AFB, Texas,
and theAir Force Operational Test
and Evaluation Center at Kirtland
AFB, N.M., are conducting the
sleep research during real-world
missionsflown by the 14", 15" and
17" Airlift Squadrons.

Dr. Bill Storm, senior research
scientist from the Air Force Lab,
said Air Force sleep research isn’t

new. He's looking at a software
program called the Fatigue Avoid-
ance Scheduling Tool or FAST.

“FAST allows us to take the
work schedule of asecurity forces
member or pilot and compareit to
their sleep schedule,” said Storm.
“We can look at a particular mis-
sionand say, ‘ Here'swhat timethe
drop is. If you take a nap at this
particular timeinthemission, you'll
be at your maximum performance
capability for thedrop.’

A person needs seven and ahal f
to eight and a half hours of sleep
every night, according to Storm. He
said a lot of people get by on six
hoursregularly, and because of the
lack of sleep, they arenot perform-
ing at their maximum level. (Cour-
tesy of Air Mobility Command
News Service)

7" Bomb Wing Public Affairs

B DYESSAFB, Texas—Acivilian
herewas awarded $10,000 recently
for his money-saving submission
to the Air Force's Innovative De-
velopment through Employment
Awareness Program.

Clarence Watson, a317" Airlift
Group engineering and technical
servicesequipment speciaist, came
up with theideato replace the JB-
80 jet calibration tester currently
used on the C-130 Hercules with
the H394 TempCal Tester. The
H394, at an average cost of alittle
more than $10,000 each, can per-
form all necessary requirements,
whereasthe JB-80, at acost of more
than $40,000 each, provides more
capability than the Air Force can
useon C-130aircraft.

If theAir Forceimplementsthis
change throughout its C-130 fleet,
it will save more than $1,172,000
withinthefirst year.

“When | first submitted the
idea, | never redizedjust how much
money it would save the Air
Force,” Watson said. “I was just
thinking about Dyess.”

Ideas that can save resources,
increase efficiency, improve pro-
cesses, productsor equipment, and
are in the interest of national de-
fense, are exactly what the IDEA
programislooking for, said Master
Sgt. Michael Pershing, DyessIDEA
coordinator.

In fiscal 2001, there were 51
ideas approved herewith atangible
savings of $943,746, Pershing said.
Submitters were paid $98,117.
(Courtesy of Air Mobility Com-
mand News Service)

Aviano wife is top

Air Force spouse

BRAMSTEINAB, Germany—An
officer’swifefromAvianoAir Base,
Italy, was recently selected as the
2001 Joan Orr Air Force Spouse of
theYear.

Charlotte Engeman, whoismar-
riedtoLt. Col. Mark Engeman, from
the 555th Fighter Squadron, re-
ceived the award for her commu-
nity service. She spent numerous
hours advising the Aviano commu-
nity on exerciseand diet programs.
Additionally, Engeman devel oped
and chaired focus groups directed
at better understanding the actions
and attitudes associated with
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NOAA: EELV set to reduce launch costs by 25 percent

From Pagel

many peopletake for granted. Banned items such as
makeup, hair spray, perfume, suede, leather and vinyl
could carry contaminantsthat might damagethe 4,920-
pound satellite.

Emotions vary as Team Vandenberg counts down
to thelast of the Titan family of boosters.

“This launch comes with mixed emotions,” said
Evan McCollum of LMA. “We're seeing the end of
one erabut the beginning of another withAtlasV,” he
said.

AtlasV isan evolved expendable launch vehicle,
which is expected to reduce the cost of launching by

at least 25 percent over current systems. TheAtlasV
system also improves space launch operability and
standardization.

The Titan |1 started off as an intercontinental bal-
listic missile built by Lockheed Martin. It was also
flowninthe 1960swith NASA’s Gemini manned space
program. In 1982, the Air Force began deactivating
theTitan Il ICBM system.

By 1988, NASA wasusing Titan || asaspacelaunch
vehicle. Since then, it has carried NOAA weather
satellitesand the Air Force's Defense M eteorol ogical
Satellite Program satellites into orbit with a mission
success rate of 100 percent.

BRIEFS: Lompoc chamber needs volunteers

From Page 1
Services Squadron, Base Chapel, and Family
Support Center. For information, call Tech. Sgt.

Todd LeFebvre at 606-1607.

SUPPORT GROUP NEEDS
NEW DORM MANAGER

The 30" Support Group needs a staff ser-
geant to serve as dorm manager. This is a
two-year controlled special duty. Applicants
must provide a letter of recommendation signed
by their commander and copies of their last
three performance reports. For more informa-
tion, call Senior Master Sgt. Brian Joseph at
606-2990.

TOPS IN BLUE NEEDS MUSICIANS,
DRIVERS FOR COMPLETE TEAM
The Air Force Tops in Blue needs a bass
guitar player, bus driver and truck driver. Par-
ticipants must be on active duty. For more in-
formation, call the Services Center at 605-8974.

AIRMEN AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING

GIVES SAFE, CONFIDENTIAL RIDES

The Airmen Against Drunk Driving program
is up and running. The next meeting is at 3
p.m. June 26 in the Services Center. The pro-
gram is open to all Department of Defense

people. Rides are confidential. For a ride Thurs-
day through Sunday, call 698-8822 or 698-8823.
This is an opportunity to save lives. For more
information or to volunteer, call Airman 1% Class
Paige Ramos at 606-6070 or Tech. Sgt. Tho-
mas Merrett at 606-9876.

LOMPOC CHAMBER NEEDS
FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS

The Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce
needs volunteers for the annual “Brushes and
Blues” event Aug. 10 at La Purisima Mission.
They need assistance with logistics planning,
vehicle control and crowd assistance. To vol-
unteer, call Public Affairs at 606-3595 or the
chamber at 735-4567.

BASE HOLDS ENLISTED
ASSIGNMENT BRIEFING

An enlisted assignment briefing is scheduled
June 25, 26 and 27 beginning at 2 p.m. daily in
Minuteman Theater. Chief Master Sgt. Keith
Lorando, Air Force Space Command chief of
Enlisted Assignments and Readiness and Staff
Sgt. Jodi Glassic, AFSPC assignments NCO,
will talk about assignment issues affecting ac-
tive-duty members. All base personnel may at-
tend this briefing. For more information, call
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Merrett at 606-9876.

drinking and driving for people
younger than 26 years old.

Engeman will be presented the
award by the Air Force Associa
tion in Washington later this year.
(Courtesy of U.S Air Forcesin Eu-
rope News Service)

Major shines at
world competition

By MASTER SGT. JOHN TOMASSI
U.S. European Command PA

B STUTTGART, Germany —An
Air Force major assigned to the
U.S. European Command here,
lifted her way to become the sixth
strongest woman in the world in
her weight class recently.

Mgj. Antoinette Kemper, apub-
lic affairs officer, lifted more than
860 combined pounds in the 2002
Women’s World Powerlifting
Championshipsat Riesa, Germany.

“1 was really nervous about the
competition going into it,” said
Kemper. “1 didn’t feel ready; how-
ever, on competition day, it all
clicked. 1 lifted for myself knowing
this could be my first and last
worlds. Also, | kept thinking how
sweet it would beto be ableto tell
my friends, family and colleagues
how well it went. | didn’t want any
regrets. | had so much support
from my husband and division-
mates, | felt it wastimeto pay that
back.”

In powerlifting competition, ath-
letes are categorized by sex, age
and body weight. Each competitor
is allowed three attempts at three
different types of lifts, or disci-
plines. The best lift in each disci-
pline is added to their total. The
lifter with the highest total is the
winner. The three disciplines are
squat, bench press and deadlift.

At 5 feet 1 inches and 122
pounds, Kemper hoisted almost
seven times her own weight to out
lift competitors from Australia,
Czech Republic, New Zealand and
Hungary. (Courtesy of U.S. Air
Forces in Europe News Service)

Editor’'sNote: For thefull story
and more, visit www.af.mil.
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William Valentine, 5, of the Yankees,
is ready to show everyone his
trophy. More than 350 Team
Vandenberg boys and girls
participated in baseball, softball and
T-ball during the season.

Ball seasons finish
with ‘grand’ slam

STORY AND PHOTOS BY STAFF SGT. ANDREW LEONHARD
30" Space Wing Public Affairs

B The Vandenberg youth softball and baseball seasons
ended Saturday with championship games, a barbeque
and closing ceremonies.

The baseball leagues finshed with the league champi-
onship gameswith the Marinerswinning the minor league
division and the A’s capping the season off winning the
major leaguetitle.

Following the championship games, more than 300
people, families and players, enjoyed food and games.
Closing ceremoniesfollowed at 3:30 p.m.

The softball season concluded June 6 when the Storm
defeated the Scrappersto capture the division one crown
and Thunder triumped over the Red Wings to win divi-
sion two.

Zach Westfall takes a plunge in the dunk tank.
Coaches took the “wet” seat as players and
family members took their shot at the tank.

Final season standings
Softball

Lindsie Holloway, 11, of the Red Wings, pitches
for the girls during a softball versus baseball
showdown. More than 300 people attended the
closing ceremonies of the youth ball seasons.

Division one Divisontwo
1. Storm 1. Thunder
2. Scrappers 2. Red
Wings
3. Rock Hounds 3. Sand Gnats
4, Rattlers
Baseball
Minor League Minor L eague
1. Mariners 1.A's
2. Marlins 2. Yankees
3.A’s 3. Giants
4. Diamond Backs4. Mariners
5. Yankees
6. Cubs

Base commander strides
to combat half-mar athon

By ALan HunT
Lompoc Record Sports Editor

nce the sun is over
he eastern horizon,
Rob Worley iswell

into hiswork day.

On average, itisaday
that includes alot of meet-
ings, alot of people, not alot
of quiet.

Rob, also known at
Vandenberg as Col. Robert
M. Worley 11, 30" Space
Wing commander, likeshis
job.

But helikes the quiet
before the sun comes up,
too.

Rising between 4 and 4:30
am., Worley uses an early
hour to jog several timesa
week. Starting from his
home, he'll gofiveor six
miles at an eight- to nine-
minute-per-mile pace.

“But recently I’ ve cranked
itup alittle,” he said Tues-
day.

That’'s because Worley
joinsapproximately 200
othersin the 26" annual
Valley of the FlowersHalf-
Marathon Saturday.

A couple months ago he saw

thebrochurefor the 13.1-miler.
He's since been adding to his
early-morning sessions.

It would be possible for the
46-year-old Worley, obviously fit
as he carries 172 pounds on his

PHoTo BY SENIOR AIRMAN APRIL MUNIZ

Col. Robert M.
Wing commander, finishes his early

morning run in

26" annual Valley of the Flowers

Half-marathon.

6-foot frame, to go into the run
without adding to his weekly

regimen.

“But it's not safe, not smart
and | don’t want to bear the pain
(of doing the 13.1 mileswithout
preparing),” he said.

“Maybe running isn't the

most fun exercise,” he said.
“But it'swhere| get the
most bang for the buck. It's
the easiest and best way to
stay in shape aerobically.

I’ just do sit-ups and push-
ups and run.”

And there is the quiet.

“I likethe morning,”
Worley said. “I like getting
out there. When I’'m running
| do alot of my thinking, and
praying.

“Sometimes |’ mjust
praying to get through the
run,” he added with a
chuckle.

Saturday’s half-marathon
isthelongest “formalized”
run he'sbeenin, said
Worley, who began jogging
inthelate‘70s at the Air
ForceAcademy.

“Yearsago, | did the
George Washington Monu-
ment 15K in Washington
D.C., but I’veonly donea
few of these types of things.

“But the half-marathon is
achallengefor me,” he
added.

Noting that the 26"
annual Valley of the Flowers half
isalso thefirst to be run on
Vandenberg, Worley caledit a
good example of the cooperation
between Lompoc and
Vandenberg.

“It'saneat opportunity. I'm
looking forward toit,” he said.

Worley II, 30" Space

preparation for the

Valley of the Flowers half-marathon is Saturday

B The 26" annual Lompoc Valley of the Flow-
ers Half-Marathon is set for Saturday at 9 a.m.
on North Base. Packet pick-up and race-day
registration starts at 7:30 a.m. The cost to
enter is $40.

Civilians: should show up early and bring
photo identification.

To get to the course, head out off Highway 1
on San Antonio Road West. Take a right on
Lompoc-Casmalia Road. Enter the course area
at Titan Gate.

Friends and family of participants or inter-
ested onlookers who are planning to attend the
half-marathon need to be cleared through base
security.

Anyone interested in helping with race-day
logistics can call Wayne Davis at 736-1739.

In Lompoc people can pick-up a registration
packet at: Walnut Pier Health Club, the
Lompoc Record, Pacific Health and Fitness,
Classic Installation and Lompoc Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce.
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Transtorming the

AIr Fore

s America continues to prosecute

itsfirst war of the 21% century, itis

useful to recall that the Air Force

was born inwartime and bred for

joint operations. Today, along
with the other services, it isengaged in a
determined effort to adapt to anew era. The
current campaign against global terrorismis
providing critical lessons about the application
of airpower and spacepower. It isimportant to
get those lessons right, be agile, and build on
the strengths of the past without being tied to
past glories.

Every day the Air Force continuesto fly,
launch, orbit, track, communicate, secure, refuel,
transport, and support national interests
around and above the globe. And whileitis
busy meeting the current needs of unified
commands, it isapplying new operational
concepts and information technologies to
maintain dominancein air and space. From
precise, long-range strikes and humanitarian
missions in Afghanistan, to persistent surveil-
lance over Irag and the Balkans, to contributing
to homeland security, the serviceisworking to
identify the demandsthat will transform future
roles, missions, and strategic priorities.

Although the service is committed to a
transformational path, challengesremain.
Considering the number of aircraft and airmen
devoted to homeland security, along with the
forces deployed to Southwest Asiain support
of Enduring Freedom, the Air Forceis support-
ing the equivalent of operationsin two simulta-
neous major theaters of war. At the sametime,
maintenance of aging systems and quality of
lifeand work initiativesfor personnel compete
with modernization requirements. Their costis
compounded by unprecedented requirements
for air and space forces at atime when legacy
systems are nearing the end of their life cycles.
Still, the future demands that the service meet
the President’s mandate to renew and rebuild
warfighting concepts, organizational con-
structs, and force structure.

Enduring Freedom

TheAir Force has always evolved along
with a changing environment and advancing
technology. American forces with Afghan and
coalition partners have recently routed awell-
dug-in enemy on one of the world's least
accessible battlefields. Enduring Freedom
combined the best forces, regardless of service,
in previously untried ways. Navy and Air Force
pilots, with Army and Air Force Special Opera-
tions Forces personnel, invented new tactics
that improved munitions accuracy and in-
creased the flow of targeting data to strike
aircraft. They demonstrated how U.S. forces
areworking more closely together than ever
before, from refueling, to combat search and
rescue, to joint targeting.

Enduring Freedom is only the most recent
exampleof Air Force commitment to joint
operations. The key to that contribution was
the continuous integration of air and space
capabilities enhanced by rapid advancesin
information technology. Whether dropping
rations to starving civilians or precision-guided
bombs on Taliban tunnels, the service worked
with land and naval forces to achieve planned
effects. As Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld declared, “1t'sacooperative effort.”

Beyond current operational demands, the Air
Forceisaccelerating its commitment to expand-
ing global reconnaissance and strike capabili-
ties. Thusit isplacing special emphasis on
providing intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance (ISR) to joint operations.
Additionally, it is pursuing the horizontal
integration of manned, unmanned, and space
platformsto reducetimeinthefind, fix, track,
target, engage, and assess decision cycle.

During Enduring Freedom, avariety of strike
platforms aided by air and space reconnais-
sance assets, in concert with Special Opera-
tionsForcesand intelli-

gence support, repeatedly
struck at the heart of the
Taliban and al Qaeda
network. Among the
greatest U.S. asymmetric
advantages proved to
be the
ability to
strike
quickly
from great
distances

Titan IV

File photo

By JAMES ROCHE
Secretary of the Air Force

with precision weapons, rapidly stand up a
global air bridge, and persistently reconnoiter
emerging targets.

While just adecade ago only 3.5 percent of
the bombs dropped during Desert Storm were
precision-guided, that figureis 60 percent for
the Afghan air campaign. Thisincreasein
lethality and efficiency isthe cumulative result
of many initiatives that have also advanced
joint interoperability. Comparatively few Navy
andAir Force strike aircraft could employ
precision munitions ten years ago; how nearly
all can. During Desert Storm, the daily sched-
ule of bombing strikes— the air tasking order
— had to be physically flown out to aircraft
carriers. Today the order can be sent anywhere
intheworld, including naval ships, in amatter
of minutesviasatellite — accompanied with
additional gigabytes of precision targeting
imagery. Advanced laser targeting pods on F-
16sand F-18s are enabling pil ots to automati-
cally strike any target located by ground forces
or other airborne assets such as the Predator
unmanned aerial vehicle.

One of the most important and challenging
transformational effortsisthe horizontal
integration of command, control, communica-
tions, computers, intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance assets. This synthesis
includes the conversion of raw information
from different platformsinto targeting datafor
operatorsand information for commanders. For
example, various platformsin Afghanistan,
such asthe Global Hawk and Predator UAV's,
RC-135 and U-2 reconnaissanceaircraft, E-8Cs,
Navy E-2sand
P-3s, and space
assets, were
linked to resolve
ambiguitiesover
target location
andidentifica-
tion. This
permitted long-
range strike
platformsto
receive updated
data en route to
the target area.
Thearray of
weapons
availableto the
force has also
been expanded.
Joint direct
attack munitions
areso-called
dumb bombs
retrofitted with
an electronic
brain and fins
for steering and
are guided by
signalsfrom
global position-
ing system
satellites. These
have enabled
large-scal e precision bombing. Availablein
limited numbersjust two years ago for Kosovo,
to date they have constituted three quarters of
the precision munitions dropped in Afghani-
stan. Unlike World War 1 tactics, with hun-
dreds of bombers dropping thousands of
bombs on a single strategic target, JDAMs
alow theAir Forceto useasingle aircraft with
only afew munitionsto strike several targets
with devastating results. And unlike air
operations over Kosovo, friendly forces on the
ground in Afghanistan have enabled us to
employ these weapons to best effect by
identifying targets and directing precision
attacks.

A Bigger Tool Box

Whileimprovementsin C4l SR and attack
systems demonstrated their worth during
Enduring Freedom, they remain only the
foundation for dealing with future enemies. The
security environment will continue to evolve
and will beinfluenced by asymmetrical threats
from both state and nonstate actors. However,
basing a strategy on threats alone would cause
plannersto miss the mark in posturing for
tomorrow.

Air Force planners are focusing on coupling
accelerated technological advancements with
new conceptions of the future battlespace.

The goal isto look past uncertain, dynamic
needs. Threat-based strategies were suitable
for the bipolar Cold War erabut no longer offer
the best framework for understanding the
world. Instead, the Air Force must develop a
capabilities-based force, identifying and
refining future global reconnai ssance and strike
reguirements even while continuing to evaluate
how to best deal with immediate needs.
Through this process, the service will define
the terms on which future battleswill be fought
and then organize, train, and equip forces
accordingly — retaining strategic flexibility
and averting strategic surprise.

By reorganizing asan expeditionary air and
space force and through operational concepts
likethe Global Strike Task Force, theAir Force
has used current systems to provide new
capabilitiesfor CINCs. The Global Strike Task
Force, for example, leveragestechnology to
create asymmetrical advantages on the macro
level — providing aforce that can ensure
access for U.S. forces to remote theaters. As

future operational concepts
areidentified and developed, the Air

Forcewill moveever closer to maximizingits
fundamental competencies — global recon-
naissance and strike.

An essential component of future opera-
tional conceptswill be air and space superior-
ity, exploiting such capabilities as those
provided by the F-22, an air-dominancefighter
with substantial air-to-ground strike capabili-
ties. Itsstealth and supercruise will allow
airmen to penetrate enemy battlespace
regardless of attempts to deny access,
enabling follow-on joint forcesto operate with
relative freedom. Theseleap-ahead capabili-
tieswill allow F-22sto defeat the most sophis-
ticated surface-to-air missile systems under
development.

It will be ableto loiter over the battlefield,
responding quickly to mobile targets; and it
will be better able to work with ground forces.
The fighter also expands our overall precision
strike capability by further enhancing legacy
stealth systems, B-2s and F-117s, enabling
them to conduct daylight strikes for the first
time.

Just as precision munitions provide the
joint warfighter asignificant increasein
lethality over Afghanistan, the small diameter
bomb under development will add new
flexibility. This250-pound weaponispro-
jected to have
a standoff of 60
to 70 miles
whenem-
ployed at high
atitude. This
stand-off will
dramatically
increase
aircraft
survivability.
Envisioned for
use on both
manned and
unmanned
systems, it will
also provide
joint
warfightersa
low-yield,
precise
weapon, thus
lowering
collateral
damage.
Perhaps its
greatest benefit
isthat more of
them can be
carriedona
given sortie,
enabling fewer
aircraft to hit

James Roche
Photo by Staff Sgt. Travis Aston

more targets.

TheAir Force al'so has a comprehensive
plan to modernize current aircraft, which
includesreplacing legacy F-15s, F-16s, and A-
10swith F-22sand joint strikefighters. C-17
procurement is bringing revolutionary strate-
gic airlift capabilitiesto warfightersand the Air
Force is pursuing a two-phased modernization
approach for the C-5. Furthermore, thefleet of
an essential component of future operational
conceptswill be air and space superiority 707
tankers and C4I SR platforms must be replaced
with anew class of aircraft to meet future
commitments. Additionally, theAir Forceis
examining the potential of transforming single
mission platformsinto multimission assets.

For example, the plan to replace the aging 707-
based fleet includes the innovative idea of
placing passive sensors or data links on future
smart tankers.

The Great Beyond

As the DoD-designated executive agent for
space, the Air Force isworking with the other
services and appropriate agencies to establish
a comprehensive approach to national security
space management and organization. This
effort involves a cradle to grave process to
design, develop, acquire, and operate space
systems. TheAir Forceis also leading the
development of a national security space plan
that for thefirst timewill provide acomprehen-
sive document that links both Department of
Defense and intelligence community space
related requirements to budgeting, allowing for
the detailed projection of future capabilities.

TheAir Forceiscommitted to improving the
air and space capabilitiesit providesto joint
warfighters. It is pursuing the investments
needed to sharpen the teeth of long-range
strike, surveillance, mobility, UAV, and space
assets. The serviceismaking critical invest-
ments to improve the capability of current
weapon systems and at the same time bringing
new capabilitiesto the fight. In direct support
of the CINC:s, it continues to modernize space
forces to further enhance joint operations and
the ability to monitor global activities. Several
payloads have been launched into space in the
past year, enhancing precision location and
navigation, reliable and secure communications,
and global surveillance and warning. Space
systems are now integrated into virtually every
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F-22 Raptor
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aspect of
military operations.

Modernization of the
missilewarning systemis
underway with the space based
infrared radar system comprising two
programsreferred to as SBIRS-high and
SBIRS-low. Thefirst constellation, responsible
for alerting officials of missilelaunchesaround
the world, will consist of payloads in geosyn-
chronous and highly élliptical orbits. The
second, a constellation of near-Earth satellites,
will track missilesin mid-coursefollowing
booster separation. Both programs will share a
common ground-based control and exploitation
network. Thefirst increment for SBIRS-high,
the consolidation of existing defense support
program sitesinto a single new state-of-the-art
mission control station, has already occurred.
The systemsdesign review for the SBIRS-low
component has also been completed. Al-
though there are development issues that till
reguire attention, this system remains essential
to the defense of the Nation.

Preparation for the first launch of the new
expendable launch vehiclein 2002 ison track.
It will ensurereliable and cost-effective
access to space well into the new century. Itis
anticipated that the vehicle will save up to 50
percent over legacy launch systems.

There is also progress in the space control
areawith the multi-year space surveillance
network recapitalization effort. 1nanother
space control-related action, the Air Force has
begun integrating potential enemy space
capabilitiesinto wargaming exercises,
ensuring preparedness to react to attacks on
space-related infrastructure.

In addition to developing the national
security space plan, the Air Force is also
leading the effort to conduct the first national
security space program assessment, which
will compare the plan to the current program
objective memorandum and identify space-
related recapitalization challenges over the
five-year defense program for both the DoD
and the intelligence community.

TheAir Force and National Reconnais-
sance Office, working together, have identi-
fied numerous best practices associated with
the integration of space acquisition and
operations processes. These procedures will
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of
space-related activities and facilitate the
further integration of classified and unclassi-
fied space systems.

Sound Fundamentals

TheAir Forceisembracing efficiency and
innovation across the full spectrum of opera-
tions. In particular, it isdetermined to adapt
acquisition policies and processes to ensure
innovation and competitiveness. The service
has begun a concerted effort to provide
incentives for defense contractors, large and
small, to become more efficient and innovative.
Savings achieved through excellence can be
reinvested in warfighting capabilities.

Themost critical long-term challengefor
the Armed Forces remainsretaining skilled
people. TheAir Forceisknown for attracting
and keeping the best individuals, both civilian
and military, and caring for them and their
families. A high-technology Air Force cannot
operate without such people. For example, as
it pioneers the increased integration of UAV's
into operations, it must re-examineitsforce
structure and ensure proper organization to
not only effectively employ UAV's, but also
provide career-rewarding experiences to those
supporting such operations.

The events of the last few months have
placed great demands on the total force —
active, Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard,
and civilian. The new homeland security
mission and the requirements of fighting a
new kind of war require prudent measuresto
preserve combat capability. They call for
highly trained, educated, and motivated
personnel.

Together with the other services, the Air
Forceis steadfast in developing a seamless
military in which resources, effort, and
strategic planning coalesce into truly unified
capabilities.

WhiletheAir Forcewill continue to exploit
air and space to national advantage, new
demandswill ater how its people accomplish
these missions. The service faces the dual
challenges of engaging in war while funda-
mentally reshaping its warfighting capabili-
ties. Yet thisis not an insurmountable task.
Protecting the United States from further
attack while taking the fight to the enemy
necessitates resolve and patience. Trans-
forming the military requires creativity,
ingenuity, and vision. America’sairmen are
equipped for both challenges.

They remain guided by the words of one of
their founders over half a century ago,
General Henry “Hap” Arnold: “It's got to be
done and done quickly, so let’s get it done.”
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EVENTS
The30"
ad Security Forces
e Squadron
holds the

Excellencein Competitionrifle
match today and the pistol match
Saturday. Thereareonly 100
competitors in each category.
Competitors must befamiliar with
the weapons and their operation
prior to the match. For more
information, call Master Sgt. Tom
Calhoun at 605-5007; Staff Sgt.
Erik Skrudland at 605-5005 or
Staff Sgt. Steven Barbour at 605-
5000.

Deer season hunting tags are
now on sale at the base ex-
change. The tags to be used on
Vandenberg are the Zone A, buck
only, and G-11, no antlers. People
with questions should call base
exchange customer service at
734-5521, or the Fishand Wildlife
officeat 606-6804.

Dining Facility

()]

Ll

19
sponsors a free

movie night for patrons every
Wednesday at 5 p.m. This
week’smovieisthe“The
Mummy,” and the June 26 movie

is “The Avengers.”
spouses meet

o
I
|_
the third

Thursday of each month at 1p.m.
inthe Retiree Activities Center,
Bldg. 10364 near the base
exchange. Retirees gather to hear
guest speakers, socialize, and
enjoy refreshments. The
quarterly potluck luncheonis
Thursday at noon. The guest
speaker isfrom the Shepard Eye
Center. For moreinformation

The
Breakers

Military
retireesand

about activitiescall 606-5474
Infantsand

The
2
; =
Children’'s

Women'’s,
officevisitsthe Family Support

PHoTO BY STAFF SGT. ANDREW LEONHARD

David Fraats, 11, tests his strength on the tower bell during the Youth Center’s
softball, baseball and t-ball closing ceremonies barbecue bash Saturday.

Center every fourth Thursday of
the month. WIC isanutrition
education program that provides
supplemental food to promote
good health for pregnant,
breastfeeding and postpartum
women, infants and children up
toagefive. For moreinformation
regarding appointments or
enrollment requirements, call the
LompocWIC officeat 737-6470 or
TeresaOrozco at 606-4636.

The commissary staff holdsa
singleairmen’snight June 27
from 7to 9 p.m. Theevent
includesalive performance by
entertainer Tony Johnson,
refreshments and games like the
dating game. Discjockey from
radio station Wild 106 will
broadcast live.

CLASSES
Members
whowill soon
u_ depl oy for 30
days or more,
including formal training and
other mission-related separations,
can call Tech. Sgt. Todd
LeFebvreat 606-1607 for apre-
deployment briefing.

The briefing covers issues
like personal and family readiness
with afocus on planning to ease
the stress of separation by
addressing financial, legal and
family matters. Memberscan
balance quality of lifeand
mission readiness needs more
adeptly when they and their
familiesare prepared.

A bundlesfor babiesseminar
is scheduled for today from 2to 4
p.m. inthe Family Support center.
Thisisaninformational work -
shop for expectant parents to
learn more about parenting skills
and meet other expectant parents.
Participants can receiveinforma-
tion on lifestyle changes, infant
CPR, financing, theNursing
Moms Program, the Give-Parents-
a-Break Program, and more.
Classesare opento al Air Force
ranks and are not limited to afirst
pregnancy. Call Lyn Smithat
605-8551 for registration and
information.

briefing is

18
-
|_
from8to9am.

Tuesday at the Family Support
Center, except the TAPseminar
week. Thebriefingisrequired at
least 90 days before members
separate or retire. The counsel-
ing session covers service
members’ benefits. Spousesare
welcome and encou raged to
attend. For moreinformation, call
Sunny Park at 605-0134.

A career statusbonus
wor kshop begins Tuesday at 11
am. inthefamily support center.
Participants can bring alunch
and learn about available bonus
and retirement options. Call
Jmmy Camacho at 606-4491 for
registration or information.

Risk Reduction Classesare
held at the medical group
Tuesdaysfrom10to 11:30am.

Apre
separation

and Thursdaysfrom 3to 4:30 p.m.

The classes address health risk
factorslike high blood pressure,
cholesterol, diabetes and excess
weight.

Topicsincludearisk re
duction overview, cholesterol-
diet connection, diabetic meal
planning, hypertension and diet,
weight loss, and stress, related to
risk. Call theHealthand
Wellness Center at 606-2221 for
more information and to sign up.

By Wweight

The
19 programis

sensible
held Wednesdays and Thurs-

days. The classis geared toward
peopleinterestedin optimizing
their fitnesslevelsand maintain-
ing ahealthy weight. Call the
HAWC 606-2221 for more
information and to sign up.

A smart
car-buying
workshaop

20
T
|_
beginsat 11

am. Thursday in the Family
Support Center. Peoplecanlearn
about what's in store for them
when they decide to buy a car.
Topics discussed include interest
rates, monthly payments, car
insurance, how acar fitsinto a
budget, and key factorsin
purchasing avehicle. Contact
Jmmy Camacho at 606-4491 for
registration and information.

The Family Support Center
offersaVeteransAdministration
HomeL oan class Thursday at
1:30 p.m. Peoplecanlearnthe
application procedures and basic
VeteransAdministration Home
Loan Guaranty application
process and the basic California
VeteransHome L oan Program.
Make reservations early by
calling Sunny Park at 605-0134.

o A sponsor -
25 ) Ship trajn_ing
[l class begins
June25at 3
p.m. inthe Family Support Center.
Participants can learn sponsor-
ship responsibilities, relocation
resources, and tips to assist
Vandenberg'snew arrivals. Call
rel ocation assi stance at 606-0801
to register.
A Thenext
| tobacco
26 cessation class
begins June 25
and runs to July 30 on Tuesdays
fromnoonto 1:30 p.m. Call the
HAWC at 606-2221 to sign up.

Aninterviewingand dressfor
success class beginsat 9 am.
June 26 in the Family Support
Center. The classoffers inter-
viewing behavior tips and career
dressing for men and women.
Call Roy Cddwell at 606-0039 for
registration.

MEETINGS
The
% Protestant
7] Perish holds a
chapd

community night at 5:30 p.m.
every Sunday. Classes, for all
age groups, beginat 6 p.m. The
current adult classis“ The Song
of Solomon” video series by
Tommy Nelson.

TheBelieversin God Protest-
ant Chapel Youth Group meets
from5:30to 7 p.m. Sundaysinthe
Religious Education classrooms.
Call 606-5773for information.

The Single
T8 Parents
,:_) Support Group
meets the
second Tuesday of each month
at 11 am. inthe Pacific Coast
Club. For moreinformation, call
LindaBastineat 606-9958.
The
] \/andenberg
s TopThree
Association
meets at noon
Thursday. All master sergeant
selects through chief master
sergeants who are permanently
assigned here may attend.

For moreinformation, call
Master Sgt. Cary Rosson at 606-
6232.

At The Movies

All movies start at 7:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.

Today

Deuces Wild

Starring Steven Dorff and
Brad Renfro.

Two brothers, Leon
and Bobby are members
of the street gang in
Brooklyn known as “The
Deuces.” Their brother
was killed by a drug
overdose a few years
earlier and the gang is
determined to keep
drugs off their block.
Another, more vicious
gang, known as the
“Vipers” is a possible
threatto Leon and
Bobby'’s efforts. The
Deuces are determined
to do whatever is neces-
sary to keep drugs off
their block even if that
means dying. Rated R
for strong violence,
language, some drug
content and brief
sexuality.

Saturday
Sorority Boys
Starring
Barry Watson and
Michael Rosenbaum.
After three rowdy guys
get booted from their frat
house, they dress up as
women and pledge the
“ugly girl” sorority, where
they figure they’ll blend
rightin. Intheir new
environment, the men
relinquish their frat
mentality and realize
how hurtful they have
been to women over the
years. When their less-
than-stunning female
forms earn them an invite
to a “dog catcher” party
at their old frat, they
decide to brave the
harassment so they can
grab the rest of their
belongings from the
house and make a clean
break. Rated R for crude
sexual content, nudity,
strong language and
some drug use.

Sunday
Life or Something
Likeit
Starring Angelina Jolie
and Christian Kane.
Lanie Kerrigan, a
feature reporter at a
Seattle TV station,
thinks she has it all.
perfect world starts
unraveling after a home-
less street seer tells
Lanie that she leads a
meaningless existence
and will die the following
week. When the savant’s
other predictions come
true, Lanie begins to re-
examine her life and
priorities - which include
rekindling a relationship
with a cameraman.
Rated PG-13 for sexual
content, brief violence
and language.

Her
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YOUTH CENTER

" Music é
SONS

Offered by
CoelhoAcademy of Music

Guitar, keyboard, drum, fluteand vocal lessonsareavail-
able(individua or group). Youmay call or comeintothe
Youth Center now to sign up now for the first eight-
week session or meet the Coelho Academy reps &t the
Youth Center at 5 p.m. Wednesday, and at 2 p.m. Satur-
day. Call theYouth Center at 606-2152 for more

Sign up now for the

MISSOULA
CHILDREN'STHEATER!

Coming to the Youth Center June 24 through 29!
June 24: Open auditionsfor al students, K-12.
Cast members selected.
June 25-28:; Daily rehearsal sessions.
June29: Final performance
Call Kim or Wendy at 606-2152
for moreinformation.

LIBRARY

READING ISOUT OF
THISWORLD!

ATWIND EVENT!
June 21 to Aug. 3
Summer Reading Program for Ages3to 13.
Packets can be picked up from
June 21 to July 20.

Cadl 606-6414 for moreinformation.

Reader Categories
Just Starting, ages 3 to 5 years; Beginner
Readers, ages 6 to 7 years; Intermediate
readers, ages 8 to 10 years; and Advanced
readers, ages 11 to 13 years.

EVERY ONE who signsup can get acertificateand prizes.
(Thosewho areleaving base ba_‘c_>reAug. 3, I(_at thelibrary

OUTDOOR REC

WHITEWATERRAFTINGTRIPSJUNE 220R 23
One-day trips cost $55 per person.

DAY AT THEBEACH INSANTABARBARA
Depart baseat 9:30 a.m. Saturday. Return at 5:30 p.m.
Cost is $5 per person.

BIKETRIPTOSANDIEGO-

Trip Datesare June20, 21, 22 and 23

and Sept. 19, 20, 21 and 22

Cost is$275 per person (includesmotels).
ATWIND event!

For moreinformation on the activitieslisted above, cal
CurtisDunster at 606-5908.

FITNESS CENTER

ALL-NIGHT SOFTBALL
TOURNAMENT -ATWIND event!
Today at 6 p.m., Fitness Center

VANDENBERG

ROCK CLIMBINGCLUB-

Theclub has planned atrip to Bishop Peak and Owens
River Gorgeclimbing areasover the July 4 weekend for
rock climbing, bouldering, camping and fishing. Call
Maj. Michael Phan at 605-6230 or Rod Paronto at 606-
3833 for moreinformation.

WOMEN'SVARSTYVOLLEYBALL -
Tryouts are June 23 at the Fitness Center from 2to 4
p.m. CaII coach Tracey Griffinat 734-1140 for morein-

" ROD &GUN

NSSA & CSSA REGISTERED SKEET SHOOT
ATWIND Event!
Beginsat 8 am. Saturday and Sunday.

GOLF

SATURDAY -
Shotgun start tournament begins at 8 am.
Open play starts 1 p.m.

SUNDAY -
MarshalliaRanch Scramblebeginsat 7:30 a.m.
Regular teetimesstart at 1 p.m.

BOWLING

FATHER'SDAY SPECIAL -

Bring dad to the Bowling Center Saturday and he can
bowl free! Othersbowl for $1.75 per game. Children
must accompany dad for him to bowl free.

FRIDAY -

WIN...

A BRAND NEW

June 14, 2002

This Week's I’Iaees 0 I’Iay'

Today through Thursday

Fitness Center - All day

Golf Course- All day

Library - All day

Rod & Gun-All day

Outdoor Rec - Camping Package Rental

Lunch & Learn - Word Tables, Bldg 9360, 11:30 am. to 12:30 p.m.

Pacific Coast Club - Social Hour (members), 5 p.m.

Fitness Center - Softball All-Nighter, 6 p.m.
SATURDAY -

Bowling Center - Youth Bowl

Golf Course- Youth Golf

SkillsAuto Hobby - All day

Touch aTruck - 10 am. to 2 p.m.

FORD Escape,

Focus or Ranger,

a NEW

Computer, *

Cash,

Vacation Getaways,

36" Color TV,

Music System

and more! *
Soonsored in part by

=& Sprint.
gosprintmilitary.com

SUNDAY -

MONDAY -

TUESDAY -

nohoundaries

R
P

USAA

Swimming Pool - Family Fun Night, 6:30to 8:30 p.m.

Rod & Gun - Registered Skeet Shoot, 8 am.
Pacific Coast Club - Father’s Day Brunch, 10 am. to 2 p.m.
Foggio’s- Family Dining

Pacific Coast Club - Newcomers Spouse Orientation, 8 am.

Pacific Coast Club - Lunch, 11 am. to 1 p.m.

Breakers - Lunch, 11 am. to 1:30 p.m.

Lunch & Learn - Windows Tips, Bldg 9360, 11:30 am. to 12:30 p.m.

Bowling Center - Eat all day

Family Support Center - Pre-separation Briefing, 8to 9 am.

Family Support Center - Redux, CSB Workshop, 11 am. to 12 p.m.
WEDNESDAY -

Equipment Checkout - Rental Day

Vet Clinic- All day
Family Support Center - Manage Your Move, 9t0 11:30 am *

Golf Course - Lunch, 11 am.to 1 p.m.

Swimming Pool - Water Aerobics, 11:30 am. to 12:15 p.m.

Lunch & Learn - Object Linking, Bldg 9360, 11:30 am. to 12:30 p.m.
THURSDAY -

Outdoor Rec - San Diego Bike Trip

Bowling Center - Bowl al day

— SkillsArts & Crafts- All day

Library - Story Time, 10 am.
Family Support Center - Car Buying Workshop, 11 am. to 12 p.m.

Enjoy Family Support Center - VA Home Loan Class, 1:30to 3:30 p.m.
( % Services Center - Indoor Cycling, 4 to 4:45 p.m. *
No Federal endorsement of sponsors intended. Go to 30svs.com for more ways to p| ay!
Pacific Coast Club

Touan
e

L otsto see, lotsto touch!

SATURDAY

10 am. to 2 p.m.
at the Parade Grounds

FREE

to everyone!
Call the Services Center for more information, 606-7976.

FAT u_ R'5 DAY
% BRUNCH

Sunday

Seating from 10 am. until 2 p.m.

$2095
$17%, e

Childrenages4to12, cost 75 cents per year of age.
Childrenyounger than 4 yearsold arefree!

Reservations please,

734-4375



