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The halls were lined with cheering Airmen while 50th Space Wing mascot General Palmer whipped the crowd into a frenzy as the Operations Group Guardian Challenge team made its way to the operations floor to begin what Lt. Col. Daniel Lewandowski, 50th Operations Support Squadron Commander, described as "60 minutes of chaos."


A team of evaluators from 14th Air Force graded the 1st Space Operations Squadron GC team, April 13, and the 3rd SOPS GC team, Friday, in how they respond to crises situations.


The 1st SOPS team consists of 1st Lt. John Armstrong, Tech. Sgt. Nathan Spreitler, Senior Airman Edwin Medina-Diaz, and Airmen First Class Ryan Herter and Joseph Kaufmann.


"The 60 minutes of chaos" the team had to peform was like a rapid-fire exercise.


"The team would have a scenario where the Crew Commander had a heart attack," said Colonel Lewandowski. "Then two minutes later a satellite would spin when it wasn't supposed to; then two minutes after that another satellite would turn off its communications when it wasn't supposed to; two minutes later someone would smell smoke, followed by a tornado sighting and so on for 60 minutes."


The teams had to prioritize the situations and respond to them in order of importance, hoping that just the minor problems would go un-fixed, if any at all. The teams were graded according to a graduated scale with 2 points being deducted for a minor incident, 7 points for a major incident and 14 points for a critical incident.


Colonel Lewandowski described prioritizing the events as "trying to drink water from a fire hose."


The 3rd SOPS team, consisting of Capt. Penny Haspil, Tech. Sgt. Jorge Puente, 2nd Lt. Elizabeth Sullivan, Staff Sgts. Paul Dalton and Jake Barnhart and Airman 1st Class Darius Riddick, went through a very similar experience Friday when they were evaluated.


These two teams are competing against teams from the 21st Space Wing at Peterson Air Force Base and a unit of the British Royal Air Force at Fylingdales in the United Kingdom.


Results of the evaluation will be announced May 6 at the Guardian Challenge awards banquet at Vandenberg AFB, Calif. The banquet will be broadcast live to the 50th Space Wing Conference Room where everyone in the Schriever community is invited to watch the announcements and enjoy the free food and drinks.

