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   Members of the 460th Communications Squadron have been preparing for war — in a sense. They’ve been getting ready for the battles that come at Guardian Challenge 2004 by studying all their procedures and checklists.

   Staff Sgt. Rommel Soriano and Staff Sgt. Douglas Keeler, 460 CS Systems Control, will be attending this year’s Guardian Challenge at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., representing the 460 CS and the 460 Air Base Wing.

   The two sergeants will compete against other Air Force Space Command communications teams for titles and trophies labeling them the best in the command until next year’s competition, and they’ve got a good chance at success, according to their commander.

   “The team has been training for the past month studying their emergency action procedures and running through their checklists,” said Lt. Col. Stephen Smith, 460 CS commander. “They’ve worked extremely hard preparing for this competition.”

   Unlike the security forces team, the communications team was already evaluated by AFSPC inspectors Thursday. They will travel to the competition at Vandenberg to support the security forces team and to get the results of their evaluation.

   Sergeant Keeler said the training he and Sergeant Soriano have been enduring to prepare for the evaluation was basically a reiteration of all the training received in their career field. He said they spent a lot of time going over everything in the systems control career field time and time again to make sure they knew their stuff.

   “I think we’ll do very well,” said Sergeant Soriano. “I believe we’ll be able to bring home the bacon.”

   The two-man communications team was chosen to represent the wing at Guardian Challenge due to their experience, according to Sergeant Keeler.

   “The whole reason for Guardian Challenge is to send your best technicians. We’ve got more experience than most of the troops here,” he said.

   On top of the possibility of bringing home the title of best in AFSPC, Tech. Sgt. John Batts, acting systems control chief, gave the two sergeants another incentive to win. This incentive is possibly what was the driving force to give their best effort.

   “If we win, we get to shave Sergeant Batts’ head at the Squadron commander’s call,” said Sergeant Keeler.

   “And we’re going to do it basic training style,” Sergeant Soriano added with a laugh. “We’re not going to drag the razor around his head, we’re going to drag his head around the razor.”

   Despite the competition they’re facing from other AFSPC communications teams, Colonel Smith said he believes his Guardian Challenge communications team has what it takes to win.

   “I’m confident in their ability to shine when the heat is on,” he said. “They do this daily and I don’t expect them to do anything else but succeed. These are hard working professionals.”

