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Training is in full gear as the 2004 Guardian Challenge team vows to bring bragging rights and the Schriever trophy back to the 45th Space Wing.

Preparation is key to the team's success, posing a daunting task to trainers to come up with scenarios that will trip up competitors.

These guys are the best of the best, and the same can be said for the folks at Vandenberg," said Tech. Sgt. Greg Jones, aerospace control officer instructor. "We need some challenging scripts to stump a person at this level."

Launch and maintenance portions of the challenge are scheduled for April 21st at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.

The team will be presented with 15 training simulations before competition day. 

"By the end of training the team should be a cohesive unit," said Capt. Chris Sifford, launch controller trainer.  "They will know how each other will react." 

According to John Bond, mission flight control officer trainer, the training will be fast and furious.  

"We are training to win," he said. "We are going to throw so much at them, they won't know which end is up."

Competitors will be working under a more compressed schedule, said Sgt. Jones.  Where they normal would have 10 minutes to do something, now competitors may have less than a minute.

"They almost have to go from proficiency to memorization," he said.

Staff Sgt. Amber Mitchelle, 1st Space Launch Squadrons aerospace control officer, says she looks forward to the high operations tempo and a chance to work as a team to solve whatever problems come up.

"Being part of this team is an awesome experience," she said. "You get a chance to see what other people do for their job."

Many team members look at the 2004 Guardian Challenge as the perfect opportunity to show everyone that there is no one better than the 45th Space Wing when it comes to launching rockets.

According to Maj. Ron Ten Haken, 1st Range Operations Squadron mission flight control officer, people will see that 45th SW members do our jobs right, well and on time, every time.

