Guardian Challenge team aims to prove its best in AFSPC

By Airman 1st Class Shaun Emery

45th SW Public Affairs

The 45th Space Wing introduced the 2004 Guardian Challenge team at the Guardian Challenge Kick-off party Jan. 23 at the Officers' Club. This year's team has been tasked to bring the Shriever Cup back to the 45th Space Wing and remind everyone that it's the premier space wing in Air Force Space Command.

Although Guardian Challenge week isn't until May, wing planning began in November. Nominees were evaluated individually and as teams to decide who would be the best representative in their certified career field.  

The 45th SW assembled a team to compete in launch operations, range operations, maintenance and security forces.  

During competition, the launch, range operations and maintenance teams will be presented with a launch scenario. The goal for the team is a successful launch. During the scenario the team will be challenged with a number of problems they'll have to overcome. 

"The Guardian Challenge setting allows competitors to push the envelope while staying within laws and regulations," said Maj. Robert Huckleberry, 45th Operations Support Squadron director of operations. "There is no ceiling in Guardian Challenge.  It allows teams an opportunity to reach the highest standards they can achieve."

Representing the 45th SW on the launch team are Capts. Tom Ste. Marie and Shawn Furness from the 1st Space Launch Squadron. Range operations team members are Maj. Ron Ten Haken and Capt. Matt Thomas, 1st Range Operations Squadron and Staff Sgt. Amber Mitchell, 45th Operations Group.  Members of the Maintenance team are Tech. Sgts. Robert Bails and Brian Ellis, 3rd SLS, and Tech. Sgt. Richard Allen, 1st SLS. 

Selected for the second time to represent the wing, Sergeant Bails looks forward to a chance to compete again. 

"I'm a pretty laid-back guy, but I find myself really getting caught up in the competition," he said. "It reminds us that what we do is important."

"We launch more on weekends than anyone else does all year," said Capt. Ste. Marie. "This is a chance to prove we are the best in the business."

While the launch portion of the competition will take place in-house, during Guardian Challenge week, security forces will attempt to prove they are the cream of the crop in space command.

According to the AFSPC competition plan, the security forces competition is designed to test and evaluate basic security force skills required to function and survive in environments that span the spectrum of military operations ranging from day-to-day security to combat, including military operations other than war. 

The three-part competition will include a tactics evaluation, a combat marksmanship course and an obstacle course. A points system will determine the winner of the competition.

"Guardian Challenge provides a dynamic environment that facilitates the spirit of competition," said Maj. Huckleberry. "Something about putting people against one another brings out a different level of that competition."

With rigorous training and tenacious execution, the 2004 Guardian Challenge team aims to prove that no one comes close to the 45th SW.

