GC team members eager to win with first-time members

By Staff Sgt. Shad Eidson

Public affairs office

The 341st Maintenance Group pneudraulics team wants to set history this year at Guardian Challenge with a young team eager to win their first competition.

Guardian Challenge is the only missile and space competition in the Air Force, and the pneudraulics event pits the best missile and space warfighters in Air Force Space Command against each other, determining the top space wings in the Air Force.

“We have the best team that could go this year,” said Staff Sgt. Jason Mays, team chief.

The team members were selected for being at the top of their game in their 10-man shop. The shop’s mission is to maintain all ground support equipment on base and in the missile field.

“We are responsible for maintaining blast valves, blast doors and shock isolated floors at the launch facilities,” Sergeant Mays said. “We also ensure special purpose vehicles like transporter erectors are maintained above EWO status.”

To the team’s benefit, the shop maintainers have the unique advantage of working under varying conditions, which they will encounter at Guardian Challenge. 

The mission has maintainers working not only in shop, but out in the field wherever the equipment needs to be maintained.

“We travel to capsules and to the launch facilities to ensure equipment is operational to support the mission,” Sergeant Mays said.

 All members agree that training for Guardian Challenge has helped them become more knowledgeable about their job.

“This is our opportunity to show we are the best at what we do,” said Airman 1st Class Brian J. Tomlinson, team member.

While Guardian Challenge phase I training runs through March, the team members are studying their technical orders and awaiting phase II in April when they get to train together as a team.

“These are the strongest players. This is the team to win,” said Tech. Sgt. Troy Smith, team trainer.

This year’s pneudraulics team members are:

Staff Sgt. Jason L. Mays, team chief, Airman 1st Class Brian J. Tomlinson, team member, Airman 1st Class Blatin P. Danzberger, alternate and Tech. Sgts. Troy Smith and Chad Rees, team trainers.

Their competition task is to inspect, service and troubleshoot hydraulic pusher set equipment.

