GC team members running on rocket fuel

By Staff Sgt. Shad Eidson

Public affairs office

The members of the 341st Maintenance Group missile maintenance team are training at rocket speed for this year’s Guardian Challenge competition.

Guardian Challenge is the only missile and space competition in the Air Force, which pits the best missile and space warfighters in Air Force Space Command against each other, determining the top space wings in the Air Force.

“We’re using this time to become a strong team,” said Tech. Sgt. Richard D. Hysing, team chief.

The six members of the team made the cut out of their 50-member section. The MMT section has the responsibility of maintaining 200 Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missiles within the base’s 23,500 square-mile missile complex. MMT is a dispatching work center with its members traveling 175,000 miles annually in varying weather conditions to perform the mission.

“Our training will make us more efficient at the job and bring home the maintenance award to our highly professional shop,” said Staff Sgt. Richard A. Marshall, topside technician.

Each member gains unbeatable experience performing their primary duties, said Staff Sgt. Joshua A. Kindler, cageman. Teamwork is also nothing new as MMT members assist the missile handling team section in the removal and emplacement of the Minuteman III downstage and providing maintenance to support testing for the Simulated Electronic Launch-Minuteman and Force Development Evaluation programs.

“We’re going to make our trainers work hard by being so prepared that they have to dig deep to push us,” Sergeant Hysing said.

While Guardian Challenge Phase I training runs through March, the team members are studying their technical orders and awaiting Phase II in April when they get to train together as a team.

“MMTers have many legacies, and failure is not one of them. We’re going to win,” said Staff Sgt. Thomas P. Sidelinger, boardman.

This year’s missile maintenance team is: Tech. Sgt. Richard D. Hysing, team chief, Staff Sgt. Joshua A. Kindler, cageman, Staff Sgt. Thomas P. Sidelinger, boardman, Staff Sgt. Richard A. Marshallm, topside technician, Airman 1st Class Alex S. Enriquez, topside technician, Senior Airman Sheldon E. Mason, alternate and team trainers are Staff Sgts. Tyler Terrel and Brian Gorndt.

Their competition task is to build up, check out, troubleshoot and repair missile systems.

