04-xxx First Reserve Squadron in AFSPC shoots for top at GC
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SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. - Originally stood up with the intent of flying photoreconnaissance missions over the Third Reich in World War II, the 7th Space Operations Squadron is now spying the best operations trophy at Guardian Challenge 2004.

This year, the 7th SOPS will send five of its finest to compete at GC.  The team includes Maj. Mitch Norder, Capt. Steve Scholz, 1st Lt. Travis Barlitt, Master Sgt. Randy Halfpop and Tech. Sgt. Marv Gielen. 

Together, the five-member 7th SOPS GC team possesses over 65 years of military experience. That experience is crucial in the world of reserve operations, where crews normally work together only two days a month. 

"I'm extremely proud of our 7th SOPS Guardian Challenge 2004 team," said Lt. Col. Paul Loomis, 7th SOPS commander.  "They have demanding civilian careers in the Colorado Springs area, yet they have found the time to train and refine their operations skills for this important best-of-the-best competition."

The 7th SOPS completed their 14th Air Force evaluation April 10 and the results will be released at the GC awards banquet, May 6, at Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

The 7th SOPS began as the 7th Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron was activated Jan. 28, 1942 at MacDill Field, Tampa, Fla. May 15 of the same year, they transferred to Peterson Field, Colorado Springs, Colo. While there, they flew P-38s, F-4s and F-5s, and the pilots were commissioned officers and enlisted flight officers. 

In June 1942, their name was changed to the 7th Reconnaissance Squadron, and in October 1943 the squadron moved to Will Rogers Field, Okla.

In its 51-year heritage, the 7th has performed many roles from training pilots and technicians for photoreconnaissance to the 7th Liaison Squadron providing operational and logistical support for the Inter-American Geodetic Survey in the Panama Canal Zone. 

The 7th Special Operations Flight was deactivated in 1972 at Hurlburt Field, Fla. The squadron was consolidated and redesignated the 27th Special Operations Squadron in 1985 but remained inactive until March 18, 1993, when the 7th Space Operations Squadron was activated.

The current mission of the 7th Space Operations Squadron is to augment the space operations squadrons of the 50th Space Wing. These activities include satellite emergencies, launch and early orbit, day-to-day routine operations and satellite disposal for the Global Positioning System and Defense Support Program satellites.  They also provide operations support for research and development satellites such as the Advanced Composition Explorer and the Midcourse Space Experiment satellites, and perform Booster launch operations for the Delta II launch vehicle.

"(7th SOPS members) exemplify the professional citizen soldier, rising to the occasion when called upon, knowing their jobs explicitly, and able to work side-by-side, seamlessly, with their active-duty counterparts," said Colonel Paul Loomis, who has been certified in Defense Support Program operations since 1988, and is a three-time GC competitor. "They are without question the best team to ever represent the 7th SOPS." 

