Iron Mike shows his metal
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In recent years, the presence of a knight swaggering among the crowd has become a familiar sight at 21st Space Wing Guardian Challenge events. This year is no exception, as Iron Mike, the wing’s Guardian Challenge mascot, suits up to cheer on members of Team 21 as they battle for the Aldridge Trophy at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., on May 2-7.  

Staff Sgt. Jason Hand from the 21st Operations Support Squadron will be representing the wing as this year’s Iron Mike. 

“I’m glad to have the opportunity to do this,” Sergeant Hand said. “I’m proud to represent the 21st Space Wing.”

Sergeant hand was supposed represent the wing in last year’s competition, but missed the opportunity when Guardian Challenge was cancelled due to Operation Iraqi Freedom.

This year, Sergeant Hand said he’s looking forward to good, healthy competition and camaraderie from the teams.  

He described the competitors as driven and ready to bring the trophy back home.

The operators and communications teams have already competed at their home units, while the security forces and services teams will compete at Vandenberg AFB.

“The services team looks to be very sharp this year,” he said. “The security forces team also seems pretty fired up.”

Sergeant Hand will have his challenges to face in competition. He will be suited up in pounds of chain mail and body armor for 8-9 hours at a time as he plays the role Iron Mike.

Everyone at Guardian Challenge will have their roles, just as they do every day in the Space Command mission.


“People in Space Command have different day-to-day objectives, and it’s interesting to see how everyone comes together in the arena,” Sergeant Hand said.

