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GUARDIAN CHALLENGE 2004 PATCH AND EMBLEM

Each year, the official Guardian Challenge patch and emblem is redesigned to be unique to each competition. This year, the patch and emblem embody seven important symbols.

Eagle

The United States’ national bird incorporates power (of nuclear weapons) and vigilance (of all seeing satellite and early warning systems). Appearing to look both downward and upward, the eagle’s eyes symbolize the 

dual nature of space operations.

Talons 

The eagle’s talons represent the weapons of the U.S. and her Allies, to include weapons of Air Force Space Command and weapon systems enabled by AFSPC technology.  The talons are always ready to strike anywhere in the world – even simultaneously through AFSPC resources – with pin-point accuracy and with massive destruction against any adversary that threatens freedom.

Globe 

The globe represents the earth as viewed from space as it is both the origin and control point for all space activities.

Deltoid 

Taken from the AFSPC patch and the space and missile badge, the deltoid symbolizes both the Air Force’s upward thrust into space and the launch vehicles needed to place all satellites in orbit.

Missile 

Represents the ICBM mission and competitors.

Ellipses 

The three ellipses represent the space medium mission and competitors: spacelift, satellite command and control, and space warning and surveillance.

Colors 

The red, white and blue scheme are the national colors of the United States, while incorporating the national colors of all foreign partners who have an opportunity to compete.   
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