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GUARDIAN CHALLENGE – PARTICIPATING UNITS

HQ Air Force Space Command, Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.

Headquarters Air Force Space Command provides guidance, support and funding to AFSPC wings and sites around the world.  Air Force Space Command’s mission is to defend the United States of America through the control and exploitation of space.  This is done through four primary mission areas of space force support, space control, force enhancement and force application.

14th Air Force, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

Fourteenth Air Force manages AFSPC’s space forces and is responsible for their operational planning and employment in wartime and major worldwide exercises. Fourteenth AF provides command and control for nearly 30 weapons systems operated by more than 12,000 people from 155 units at 44 locations in 13 time zones. The wings in 14th AF are located at Peterson AFB, Colo. (21st SW); Vandenberg AFB, Calif. (30th SW); Patrick AFB, Fla. (45th SW); Schriever AFB, Colo. (50th SW); and Buckley AFB (460th ABW). The 310th Space Group, located at Schriever AFB, also falls under 14th AF.

20th Air Force, F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo.

Twentieth Air Force manages AFSPC’s Intercontinental Ballistic Missile forces and is responsible for their operational planning and employment in wartime and major worldwide exercises. The wings in 20th AF are located at F.E. Warren AFB, Wyo. (90th SW); Minot AFB, N.D. (91st SW); and Malmstrom AFB, Mont. (341st SW).

Space and Missile Systems Center, Los Angeles Air Force Base, Calif.

The Space and Missile Systems Center is the center of technical excellence for researching, developing and purchasing military space systems.  The center is responsible for on-orbit check-out, testing, sustainment and maintenance of military satellite constellations and other Department of Defense space systems.  This is the first year SMC will compete in Guardian Challenge, competing in the security forces category.








GUARDIAN CHALLENGE – COMPETING UNITS

21st Space Wing, Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.

The 21st Space Wing operates a global network of missile warning sensors including tactical monitoring and attack assessment of sea-launched and ICBM attacks against the United States and operates the world's only global space surveillance network providing data on man-made objects in space to North American Aerospace Defense Command and other national agencies. 21st SW also hosts HQ Air Force Space Command, HQ NORAD, U.S. Northern Command, Army Space and Missile Defense Command and the 302nd Airlift Wing.

30th Space Wing, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

The 30th Space Wing at Vandenberg AFB on California's Central Coast is responsible for west coast range operations and launch to polar orbits.

45th Space Wing, Patrick Air Force Base, Fla.

The 45th Space Wing and Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on Florida's east coast is responsible for east coast range operations and launching to equatorial orbits.

50th Space Wing, Schriever Air Force Base, Colo.

The 50th Space Wing conducts satellite operations. Their space operators track and control the various weather, warning, communications, and navigation satellites, operate their payloads and disseminate data from them. With ground-based radars and deep-space looking optical sensors located at 25 different locales globally, 50th SW ensures the various constellations provide continuous information to warfighters.

90th Space Wing, F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo.

The 90th Space Wing is responsible for the operation, maintenance and security of 150 Minuteman III missiles and 30 Peacekeeper missiles over areas in Wyoming, Nebraska and Colorado.

91st Space Wing, Minot Air Force Base, N.D.

The 91st Space Wing is responsible for the operation, maintenance and security of 150 Minuteman III ICBM missiles. The wing operates 15 missile alert facilities and 150 launch facilities.

310th Space Group, Schriever Air Force Base, Colo. (AFRC)

The 310th Space Group is the first space group in the Air Force Reserve and was activated on Sept. 4, 1997.  The 310th Space Group’s units support operations for multiple satellite systems -- the Navstar Global Positioning System, the Defense Support Program and the Defense Meteorological Satellite Program --  as well as the testing and evaluation of space assets, and security for terrestrial-based 14th Air Force assets

341st Space Wing, Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont.

The 341st Space Wing is responsible for the operation, maintenance and security of 200 Minuteman III missiles in Montana. The wing operates 20 missile alert facilities and 200 launch facilities.
460th Air Base Wing, Buckley Air Force Base, Colo.

The 460th Air Base Wing operates Buckley AFB and provides combat capability through superior services to air and space, Department of Defense missions and expeditionary forces.

RAF Fylingdales, United Kingdom

The Royal Air Force provides cooperative missile warning and space surveillance.
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