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GUARDIAN CHALLENGE – MISSILE COMPETITION

Missile Operations

Missile operations crews, who perform 24-hour alert duty in underground missile launch control centers across the Great Plains, participate in timed evaluations in Missile Procedures Trainers.  The scenarios they face include troubleshooting weapon system fault indications, responding to security situations, monitoring maintenance activities in their flight of 10 missiles and processing emergency action messages.  

Missile Maintenance

Missile maintenance events at Guardian Challenge 2004 involve five disciplines.  Maintenance teams are typically tasked to troubleshoot and repair missile-related equipment to test the team's expertise, with a goal of improving technical order procedures.  

- Electronics laboratory specialists demonstrate the process of checking out, troubleshooting, repairing and certifying the Tape Transport. This piece of equipment transfers information from a preprogrammed Mylar tape to create the Launch Facility Launch Codes for the Missile Guidance Sets.

- Pneudraulics teams are evaluated on their work with the Hydraulic Pusher Set, which is used to open the launcher closure door to support maintenance at Minuteman and Peacekeeper launch facilities.

- Missile maintenance teams are tasked with the inspection, handling, removal and installation of the Minuteman missile guidance set, propulsion system rocket engine and reentry system at the launch facility. 

- Facilities maintenance teams, responsible for performing periodic inspections and repairs to support equipment at the launch and missile alert facilities, inspect, troubleshoot and repair missile alert facility environmental control systems.

- Munitions teams, who perform and manage various technical actions associated with weapons components and equipment, are evaluated on inspecting and installing the reentry system aft shroud and conducting reentry system safety and confidence monitor loop checkouts.

Missile Communications

Communications Cable and Antenna Systems Technicians, whose primary duty is performing periodic inspections and repairs to ICBM missile communications systems, check out, troubleshoot and repair an existing Hardened Intersite Cable Systems splice.

ICBM Codes

Code Controller Teams are responsible for the security, safety and proper configuration of all ICBM code system components for the launch control centers and launch facilities.  They are evaluated on a Wing Code Processing System scenario and a 50-question closed-book test.
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