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A group of missile maintenance troops from the 91st Space Wing are feeling the pressure of competition as they deal with the pressure of the equipment they maintain as they prepare for this year’s Guardian Challenge space and missile competition.

Staff Sgt. Roman Pino, Senior Airman Sean Dawson and Airman 1st Class Ryan Gosche, 91st Maintenance Operations Squadron, get the chance to prove their mettle as the 91st SW pneudraulics team at Guardian Challenge 2004, which begins May 2 at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

When they’re not training for competition, Airman Dawson said the team works on the support equipment for the missile launch facilities, including the mechanical elements that open the 110-ton steel-reinforced concrete door covering the missile launch control centers.

“We work on hydraulics and pneumatics associated with the Minuteman III weapons system,” he said. “Our work is not only done in the shop but in the field also. We dispatch to the missile alert facilities mainly and support the capsule crew as well as the launch facilities if things break.”

At the competition, the team will deal with a hydraulic pusher set, which opens the door to the missile LF, according to Sergeant Pino.

“We don’t know what scenario [the judges] will give us, so we are studying all aspects of the pipe pusher so we’ll be ready for anything they throw at us,” he said. “[At the competition] you are timed, and you have to everything by the book.” At Guardian Challenge, strict adherence to safety guidelines and technical orders is paramount.

The team can only study their technical orders until early April but during their follow-on hands-on training they will put themselves in as many new situations as they can to prepare for every scenario imaginable, said Airman Goesche.

“We’ll try to put ourselves in situations we’re not comfortable with,” the Airman said. “That way we get out of our familiar zone and we become familiar with that [difficult scenario] so we’ll overcome anything they throw at us.”

