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Excited yells and the banging of Bully Sticks filled the air as Team Minot unveiled the Guardian Challenge 2004 team members during the annual 91st Space Wing Guardian Challenge kick-off rally Friday.

The rally begins the space wing’s quest to bring back the coveted Gen. William H. Blanchard trophy from the Guardian Challenge space and missile competition which runs May 2-7 at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

Col. Mark Owen, 91st SW commander, thanked the competitors for choosing to represent Minot at the competition and thanked the people who are working extra hours to allow their squadron members to be part of the team.

“I want to thank the competitors for stepping out of their normal comfort zones, rising to the top and representing each one of us at Minot,” Colonel Owen said. “I also want to thank everybody in here who’s pulling an extra shift and covering an extra job so these competitors can get ready and represent us at Vandenberg.”

First time competitor Staff Sgt. Roman Pino, 91st Maintenance Operations Squadron pneumatics team member, said it was a great opportunity to go to Vandenberg.

“It’s a big honor [to be nominated] because I’m going to go represent Minot, my shop and my squadron,” Sergeant Pino said. “This is our turn this year, and we’re going to do great.

Senior Airman Matthew James, 791st Missile Security Forces Squadron security forces team, went in 2002 and said he is up to the challenge again. 

“I’m really excited to go and it was a good time, even though we lost,” Airman James said. “There’s no doubt in my mind we’ll be coming back with the trophy this year; we’re not coming back until we get it.”
