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They can troubleshoot alarms and replace bad equipment at the drop of a hat, and for a week in May, they get to demonstrate their technical expertise while proving the 91st Space Wing is the best missile wing in the Air Force.

Staff Sgt. Misty Jackson, Senior Airman Geoffrey Miskell and Airman 1st Class Craig Dietrich were recently chosen to represent Minot as the facility maintenance team going to Guardian Challenge 2004 at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., May 2-7.

Guardian Challenge is the premiere space and missile competition of the Air Force and teams from across the force meet annually to compete for the coveted William H. Blanchard trophy.

On a daily basis, if an alarm activates in the missile field, Sergeant Jackson and Airmen Miskell and Dietrich go on site to try and fix the problem that set the alarm off.

“We go to launch facilities or missile alert facilities and troubleshoot alarms,” Airman Miskell said. “We fix the problems and replace equipment as necessary.”

To prepare for the competition, the team members follow a regimented study schedule, including the date the team can start different parts of their training, according to Sergeant Jackson. In March, the team is only allowed to study their Technical Orders and get the equipment they will take with them to Vandenberg, but starting in April, the team is allowed to start hands-on training with the systems they will fix during the annual space and missile competition.

“Every day [in April], our trainer, Tech. Sgt. Bob Demars, will go out to a MAF with our alternate team member and put the faults in the MAF for Airman Miskell and me, and we’ll find them,” Sergeant Jackson said. “We’ve been released from our official duties, and this training is all we’re worried about right now.”

During Guardian Challenge, the judges will put deliberate faults or kinks in the systems, and the team is responsible for finding them, said Sergeant Jackson.

“We’ll only be at the MAFs, but we’ll be troubleshooting the entire system,” Sergeant Jackson said. “We will be judged on speed and safety and finding and correctly fixing all the faults [in the system].”

Although the entire team is new to Guardian Challenge, they are confident they’ll be able to handle any challenge the judges bring in May.

“We’ll definitely be ready at competition time,” Sergeant Jackson said. “We’re excited and ready to get started with training so we can come home with first place.”

