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The 2004 Guardian Challenge communications team connects the entire 91st Space Wing missile field complex, and from May 2-7, they get to pit their skills against the best of the best as they compete for the coveted Gen. William H. Blanchard trophy at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. 

Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Brooks, team trainer, Staff Sgt. Mike Stanke and Senior Airman Bryan Dorr, all from the 5th Communications Squadron, maintain more than 1,500 miles of underground cable in the 91st Space Wing’s Minuteman III missile complex. The cable provides communications capability between the launch facilities and the launch control centers, Sergeant Brooks said.

At the competition, the team will work on a splice case where all the cables are connected, according to Sergeant Brooks. They’ll have to discover and fix any problem areas.

“We are going to do a check out, [and] troubleshoot, and repair the case,” said the technical sergeant. “There will be a simulated leak [the judges] will have us work on, and it will be our job to find the leak and repair it. Also, there will be a pressure transmitter inside the case, which are just electronic devices that read air pressure, as an added element we’ll have to work around.”

The team is judged on a variety of elements, but Sergeant Brooks said the main two are time and safety. There may also be more than one fault, and the team earns more points for each one they correctly identify and correct.

According to the Guardian Challenge rules, the  team can’t start hands on training until April. This month, they must stick to directly  reading their technical orders.

“Each day [in April], I will put a different scenario into one of the training splice cases, and Sergeant Stanke and Airman Dorr will have to troubleshoot and fix the problem,” Sergeant Brooks said. “The first few days I won’t time them. After that, I’ll start timing them, and the goal is to get faster every day.”

Lt. Col. Colleen Murphy, 5th Communications Squadron commander, said she is proud of the three 5th CS members representing Minot.

“We’re excited to be going as part of the 91st because we work with them daily,” Colonel Murphy said. “Our squadron has a saying ‘No comm, no bomb,’ and this applies to both the 5th Bomb Wing and the 91st Space Wing. We glad to be a part of the team and to get a chance to compete with them.”

This is the first year Sergeant Stanke and Airman Dorr have participated in the competition, and both said they’ll be ready when the time comes to strut their stuff.

“It’s not really that difficult of a task; it’s just time consuming,” the staff sergeant said. “Trying to find every little thing that could be wrong takes a lot of time.”

“I’m excited because we can’t be beat,” Airman Dorr said. “We’re ready now, and we’re going to win first by a long shot.”

