02 May 2004, 50th Comm Team is ready for the Challenge

by Airman 1st Class Jason Ridder

50th Space Wing Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. - After 30 days of intense training, members of the Fighting 50th communications team can breathe easy. 

These Guardian Challengers were scrutinized April 6 by an Air Force Space Command evaluation team.

The Guardian Challenge team consisted of Staff Sgt. Daniel Laura and Senior Airmen Jeffrey Kolson, Franklin Guerrero and Lawrence Lavene. All four competitors are from the 50th Space Communications Squadron.

Sergeant Laura and Airman Kolson were the primary team, while Airmen Guerrero and Lavene served as alternates.

The Schriever team is competing against teams from Peterson Air Force Base and Buckley AFB, Colo.

The competition covers all aspects of the job that the 50th SCS might be called on to do. These include routine tasks and emergency situations. It also includes the equipment that is used, physical and communications security.

During the four-hour evaluation the team was presented scenarios and tested on how well they responded.

"I think we did really well," said Staff Sgt. Brian Yannarelli, 50th SCS. "But we have to wait to see our scores."

The team will be traveling to Vandenberg AFB, Calif. as part of the 50th Space Wing Guardian Challenge team May 2-6. The winners of the competition will be announced at the dinner held May 6. 

