Meet the Mascot
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   He’s tall, dark, furry and has four paws. He is often seen at wing gatherings and functions. You’ve probably even seen his relatives on nature television shows. Give up? He’s Buck Lee, the 460th Air Base Wing mascot.

   Although Buck Lee has a serious role portraying the power, secrecy and warfighting missions the 460th has seen through the years, he also has a lighter side. Often, when Buck is seen at functions, he’s usually doing his best to pump up the people in attendance and add a little humor to their day.

   Buck Lee, the 61-year-old panther, said just being the cat that 460th members have called their mascot for so long, is a great honor for him.

   “Being the mascot is like a visual spirit stick,” said Buck. “I see it as a representation of the innermost enthusiasm of all of Buckley Air Force Base. I am the fight, I am the power, I am Buckley. It is an honor to ‘represent everyone’ as ‘one.’”

   Buck said he is going to be very busy with the Guardian Challenge 2004 event. It will be his job to keep members of the 460th team properly motivated while trying to distract members of other teams.

   One of the ways to distract members of opposing teams is to help their mascots ‘misplace’ pieces of their gear, according to Buck.

   “A misplaced piece of their stuff is like a closure of a section of the base everyone wants to go see or visit,” Buck said. “It is a real morale breaker. We show fellow mascots how down in the dirt they can bring their team by not properly storing their gear. 

   “This also leads to team members no longer concentrating on the task at hand 

and planning revenge. Some teams cannot afford these distractions; they need a solid mascot who can help them focus on the task at hand. My task or mission is to introduce that distraction to mascots and their teams,” he said.

   Aside from doing his part to distract other teams and their mascots, Buck said he has one main goal for this year’s Guardian Challenge. He said he wants to represent Buckley as a viable competitor in the air and space force. Our job is to ensure we meet and exceed the expectation of the mission and this upcoming competition is a good way of showing the strength of the 460th Air Base Wing.

   Following the competition, Buck Lee said he is going to get back to his normal off-duty schedule. That will include spending some time hanging out, working out and working on his roar. He also wants to spend lots of time cat napping and staying up late to see what’s on the Animal Planet channel menu.

   Buck Lee’s history began in 1943 when Col. Robert Crowder, commander of the 460th Bombardment Group, held a contest to select the wing’s mascot, according to Tech. Sgt. Craig Wolfe, 460th Air Base Wing historian. A drawing of a black panther was selected to be the wing’s mascot because they believed it best depicted the wing’s warfighting mission.

   The new mascot embodied the wing’s strength and spirit and his muscular frame portrays the power the bombing crews had over Europe in World War II, according to Sergeant Wolfe.

   A couple of decades later, his jet-black coat came to symbolize the secrecy of the wing’s reconnaissance mission over Vietnam and Korea.

   In 2001, with the re-activation of the 460th as an air base wing at Buckley Air Force Base, people here decided to keep the panther as the mascot because he represents the fact that the 460th stands vigilant, ready to strike against any foe. He characterizes the wing’s combat capability through superior services to air and space, DoD missions and expeditionary forces.

   Since the panther mascot was kept when the wing re-activated, the wing’s new generation of space warriors decided the mascot should finally receive a name. The men and women of the 460th Air Base Wing decided his name would be, simply put, Buck Lee.

