By 2nd Lt. Matt Harmon

460th Security Forces Squadron

   During the past couple of weeks the 460th Security Forces Squadron has been conducting tryouts for those interested in the prestigious honor of representing the 460th Air Base Wing at Air Force Space Command’s space wing competition, Guardian Challenge. 

   The competition will be held at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. May 2-7. 

   After sifting through all the candidates, the squadron has come up with the “best of the best.” Each candidate was put through a series of physical fitness tests including pull-ups, crunches, pushups and a timed two-mile run. All of these tests were run back to back. 

   Additionally, each candidate’s M-9 pistol and M-16 rifle qualification scores were reviewed as well as having his or her military work record thoroughly scrutinized. All of these variables played a critical role in selecting each team member. 

   Congratulations go out to the 2004 team members Staff Sgt. Nick Lyle, Staff Sgt. Virginia Whelchel, Airman 1st Class Chris Dickerson, Airman 1st Class Steve Benner and Airman 1st Class Tim Robblee for being selected. 

   The trainer for this team during the preparation period will be Staff Sgt. John Young. Sergeant Young was selected due to his superior knowledge in all areas of security forces, including his successful experience in previous competition events. 

   Starting April 2, the team will be committed to a vigorous training schedule. Their training will consist of grueling physical fitness routines and specialized tactics training. They ultimately will be training for the final goal of winning the security forces portion of the Guardian Challenge competition. 

   During Guardian Challenge, all security forces teams will be put through three days of competition events to include weapons proficiency, obstacle course performance and specialized tactics scenarios.  

   If you see this five-person team running around on base with ruck sacks on their back, feel free to give them a hearty ‘hoo-ah’ as you pass by. Good luck to all those selected to represent the Buckley Panthers at Guardian Challenge.

