Munitions team arming for combat

By Staff Sgt. Shad Eidson

Public Affairs office

The 341st Maintenance Group munitions team is relying on each member’s personal competitive history to win at this year’s Guardian Challenge competition.

Guardian Challenge is the only missile and space competition in the Air Force. The event pits the best missile and space warfighters in Air Force Space Command against each other, determining the top space wings in the Air Force.

In the flight’s tryouts, the five-member team proved their dedication and motivation to win at the competition, earning their spot on the team. 

All members are competitive in their personal lives though none have competed at Guardian Challenge. 

Senior Airman Jonathon R. Figueroa, team chief, plans to apply what he learned about competition through his experience training and preparing for motor cross, mountain biking and BMX competitions.

The job of the munitions flight is to provide safe and reliable nuclear and conventional munitions in a timely manner and to provide accurate accountability of nuclear and conventional munitions to the base. The team’s shop maintains re-entry systems to sustain the wing’s high alert rate.

“I have no worries about our training. These tasks are what we do everyday, so the fact that no one has competed before doesn’t phase me,” Airman Figueroa said.

“I feel the training will help me hone my skills and get faster,” said Airman 1st Class Matthew M. Cooke, team member.

“It’s a young team but very knowledgeable and highly motivated,” said Master Sgt. David Phillips, team trainer. “They’ll be an awesome force to deal with at the competition.”

This year’s Munitions team members are: Senior Airman Jonathon R. Figueroa, team chief, Airman 1st Class Brian M. Ross, team member, Airmen 1st Class Matthew M. Cooke and Joshua S. Puddicombe, team members, Senior Airman Lance M. Baker, alternate and Master Sgt. David Phillips, trainer.

Their competition task is to install an aft shroud and V-band clamp.

