04-xxx 6 SOPS is on quest to be best
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SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, C
olo. - Three operations squadrons within the 310th Space Group recently competed in an internal “shoot out” to determine who would represent the Reserve group at this year’s Guardian Challenge, the Air Force’s only space and missile competition.  Two teams, 6th Space Operations Squadron and 7th SOPS, were victorious and will be competing in the space operations category.

The 6th SOPS is the alternate command and control center for the priority 1-1 Defense Meteorological Satellite Program, which provides timely worldwide environmental data to military and civilian users since 1962.

The 6th squadron’s GC 2004 team is represented by Maj. Michael Ruff, flight commander; Capt. Anna Stuckwisch, deputy flight commander; 1st Lt. Sheila Demboski, crew commander; and Tech. Sgt. Adrian Pruitt, satellite systems operator.

According to Lt. Col. Mark Hustedt, 6th SOPS commander, the squadron captured the Aldridge Trophy in 1994 as an active-duty unit assigned to Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.  Then, in 1995, the squadron brought it home again and also captured the best satellite operations crew.  

Although the 6th SOPS team is unable to compete for the Aldridge Trophy this year, if it scores highest in the competition, they will be eligible to win the best space operations trophy.  

“This year’s team, The Fabulous Four, has 30 years combined satellite ops experience,” said Colonel Hustedt. “We have a proud 42-year heritage and we look forward to the opportunity to continue the legacy.”

