Vandenberg’s spacelift maintenance team uses brainpower to prepare for Guardian Challenge 2004

By Airman 1st Class Juanika Glover
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Editor’s note: This article is the third in a series of four articles that will highlight each of this year’s Guardian Challenge teams. 

As the reigning spacelift maintenance champions for 2001 and 2002, the 30th Space Wing’s  Guardian Challenge spacelift maintenance team is working hard to make history repeat itself. 

While some of the other GC teams demonstrate their strength, the maintenance team’s brainpower will be put to the ultimate test. 

The team, all members of the 2nd Space Launch Squadron, will be tested on their ability to track, detect, correct and document any number of conditions from emergency situations to basic technical performance. The team will be timed, graded and scored based on how well they pay attention to detail and follow correct procedures.

It may seem like a lot to deal with, but Tech. Sgt. Timothy Giberson said his team of knowledgeable Airmen are more than ready for competition day to roll around.    

“I’ve been here since 1996, so I’ve had the opportunity to know just about everything there is to know about this job,” said Sergeant Giberson. “Are we ready for this? Of course, and that’s why I’ve got all the confidence in these guys because they know their stuff.”

At a Guardian Challenge training scenario Monday, Staff Sgt. Fernando Rosete got the opportunity to prove just how prepared he was. 

During a simulated emergency generator maintenance operation and acceptance check, he was tested on his ability to follow procedure during a routine monthly inspection. 

Sergeant Rosete was also thrown a couple of curve balls during his test. 

“The scenario must be realistic and his emergency response has to be tested,” Sergeant Giberson said. “So some of the tests will involve hidden suspicious packages and someone getting hurt. He will have to prove he can give the injured person emergency medical attention and still function in the event of a real emergency.”

During the scenario, Sergeant Rosete remained calm and said he wasn’t nervous. It’s a sign that he is ready for Guardian Challenge 2004. 

“I’m being tested on my job knowledge,” said Sergeant Rosete. “There is nothing to be nervous about when you know your job.”

Along with Sergeant Rosete and Sergeant Giberson, Tech. Sgt. Mark Master sand Staff Sgt. Ryan Armes make up this year’s team,and they are all a part of the 7-person spacelift maintenance team, which include their trainers who will be helping them to prepare for the big day.

Tech Sgt. Jeff Sirk, Staff Sgt. Floyd Stern, and Staff Sgt. Kevin Tadder, are all training and preparing the GC team to bring home the best spacelift maintenance title once again. 

“ The reason we want to win is because we’ve worked hard preparing and training for this competition,” said Sergeant Masters. “Although the trainers won’t be doing the actual competition, it’s a team effort and our victory is theirs.”

The spacelift maintenance team has been preparing for Guardian Challenge for more than a month now, said Sergeant Ryan Armes.  

“Our initial phase-one training was supposed to be more in-depth but we had the operational readiness inspection and that took precedence over our Guardian Challenge training,” Sergeant Armes added. “But now that we’re back into the swing of things, I’m excited about this. And if we win, especially (on the heels) of the ORI, it will be truly special.” 

The team members said they have been preparing themselves by continuously studying their safety plan procedures and now that they are into their phase two training they are getting more prepared by doing the actual hands-on scenarios. 

Although the spacelift maintenance team will face a rigorous evaluation, the early training and preparation increases their ability to perform the mission, Sergeant Giberson said.

Even as Guardian Challenge overflows with competition and tradition, the team members said they would remain grounded and focused on their goal; remaining the best spacelift maintenance team in Air Force Space Command. 

Sergeant Rosete said his motto and goal for Guardian Challenge is “work hard, play hard, stay focused and win.”

