They’re already warriors. They’re already fit to fight. Now all the Guardian Challenge 2004 security forces team has to do is show the competition that...

Vandenberg is team to beat

By Airman 1st Class Juanika Glover

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

Editor’s note: This article is the second in a series of four articles that will highlight each of this year’s Guardian Challenge teams. 

During Guardian Challenge 2004 the warriors of the 30th Security Forces Squadron will 

set out to prove the Schriever trophy has made Vandenberg it’s home for one reason – it belongs in the hands of the best of the best. 

The six members of the security forces team comprise youthful energy, past competitive experience, wisdom, strength, and varied talent that when combined, form a single unit of battle-ready Airmen. In only 24 days, these Airmen will get the opportunity to prove just how ready they really are. 

As the competition nears, the security forces team sharpens its skills with dedication to the cause – making sure the trophy remains at home where it belongs. 

The youngest member of the team, Airman 1st Class Matthew Runkles, 30th SFS entry controller, has been preparing himself for Guardian Challenge for more than five weeks. 

“I’m anxious and ready to prove myself,” Airman Runkles said. “I chose to be on this team because of the opportunity for a challenge it presents. It also gives me the chance to get more experience in weapon’s tactics.”

Some of the challenges the team will face include weapons firing, obstacle course and tactics. 

The weapons firing will involve the M-16 and M-9 automatic guns and the M-203 grenade launcher. Although the Airmen will fire the weapons individually, they will do the obstacle course as a team and their ability to work together will be a big factor their success, Airman Runkles said. 

As for tactics, Airman Runkles said they weren’t exactly sure what each scenario consisted of, only that it would involve shooting while running, ducking and rolling, pop-up targets and taking control of a building or hill that has been captured by enemy forces. 

 “I know I’m the youngest and newest to the Air Force, but with the help of the guys on the team who bring their past experience and maturity, I’ll have all the support I need,” Airman Runkles said. 

“This is my first GC and it’s going to be pretty exciting,” he said. “It’s going to push me physically and mentally and I’m definitely looking forward to the challenge!”

After winning best in weapons in GC 2002, Airman Runkles said the team has a reputation to uphold. 

2nd Lt. Michael Small, 30th SFS flight commander, is also making sure that reputation remains in tact. As a team member and trainer, Lieutenant Small brings his 10 years of Air Force experiences to the plate.

Out of the 14 people who tried out for the team Lieutenant Small and five others were chosen because they each have a strength that will help lead the team to victory, he said. 

“I concentrate on the physical fitness portion of the training,” the lieutenant said. “We’re doing a generic training and are working our way up to the harder things so that there will be no injuries before the competition.” 

“This is my first Guardian Challenge,” he said. “I was going to be on last year’s team but of course that was scrapped, so I’m definitely looking forward to the competition this year.”  

With a tone similar to that of a proud father’s, Lieutenant Small spoke of his approval of his team members with pride. 

He said they all make a great team and even the Airmen who weren’t chosen did their best at the tryouts. 

“We’ve definitely got a good mix of guys with different talents and each person brings something special to the team that makes us strong together,” Lieutenant Small said. “If we do our best and only come in second or third place, a lot of people might think it’s a bad thing, but it’s all about the effort we put into it. I’ll just be happy knowing we went out there and gave it everything we’ve got.” 

Lieutenant Small said the only pressure he’s feeling right now is that the competition is on their home court and no one wants to loose on their own turf. 

“Of course getting first place would be nice,” Lieutenant Small added. “ But as long as we work together and do our best, that’s all that matters.”

