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Safety Kit prepared by Ms. Jenna Camacho

Hidden Dangers of the Road

15 Passenger Vans Prone to Rollover

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has re-issued warning to users of 15 passenger (pax) vans because of an increased rollover risk.  

An NHTSA study found that these vans’rollover rates increase dramatically under the following conditions:
· Van at full capacity

· 5x more likely to roll over than one containing just the driver!

· Van is traveling over 50 miles per hour

· Van is on a curved road  

Safety recommendations to reduce the risk of rollover and subsequent injuries: 

· Only have trained, experienced operators drive the vans 

· Insist that all occupants wear seatbelts at all times 

· 76% of those who died in 15-pax van rollovers were not buckled up.

· An unrestrained 15-pax van occupant involved in a single vehicle crash is about 3X more likely to be killed as a restrained occupant. 

· Have passengers and cargo located forward of the rear axle

· Avoid placing any loads on the roof 

· Check your tires; excessively worn, or improperly inflated, tires can lead to a loss-of-control situation and a rollover.
. 
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Hunting Safety Tips
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· Treat your disarmed gun or bow with the same respect that you would with a loaded bow or gun. ALWAYS assume that your gun or bow is loaded and ready to shoot. 
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NEVER point your gun or bow at anyone when unloaded. 

· Always point your weapon in a safe direction. 

· Keep the safety on your gun locked until ready to shoot. 

· Do not become anxious and take the safety off of your weapon prior to the shot. That is why the safety is located usually within an inch of the trigger. 

· ALWAYS keep your target in front of you. 
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Clearly identify your target before you shoot. Every year, individuals are shot because they are mistaken for a deer

· Always unload your firearm; never climb into a tree stand or climb over a fence with a loaded weapon. 

· Know the range of your weapon. Know how far it will shoot. Know what loads you have in the chamber. Know how accurate you are with a bow and how far your bow will shoot. Know what is behind your target. 

· Keep your emotions in check. Use GOOD judgment. No animal, no deer, is worth an accident. It is when these gifts of nature appear and our emotions rise that mistakes happen. 

· Many hunters will sacrifice ear safety so they can hear game coming, especially when deer hunting. Put a soft earplug in the ear closest to your weapon.  Not doing so will decrease your hearing over time. All of our senses are precious and we must take care of them as best as possible. 

· Always keep your gun clean. Check and see if your barrel is free of any debris. Over the years, a mouse may find its way into your gun case. It can tear up some of the cotton, and cotton may be stuck in the barrel. If you shoot, you’ll have a split barrel. The shrapnel could come back in your face, causing eye injuries and severe facial lacerations. When you drop your gun, you should always dismantle it, clean it, wipe it down, and put it back together. 

· As with any piece of equipment, a clean weapon is a functional weapon.  Check them before use to make sure they are in good working order. 
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    School Zone Safety
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Slow down to 15 MPH in school areas, regardless if bus lights are flashing or not. 

Avoid distractions of cell phones, CD players and other devices that can make you take your eyes off the road.

Drive with headlights on, even in the day. Children and other drivers can see you better.

Look for safety patrols, school buses and other signs that children could be in the area.

Scan between parked cars and other objects for children who might dart in front of your car.

Most importantly--drive very slowly. Always anticipate that a child will bolt in front of your car.

Make sure your children get to the bus stop on time, stand far away from the road, and do not engage in rough play. 

If you think a bus stop is in a dangerous place, talk with your school board to change the location.

Don't ever pass in a school zone.

Report violators in school zones; do not confront them on the road.  Simply note the license number, description of car, and the time that you observe any vehicle endangering the lives of children in your school zone and turn the information in to your police department. 

Safety Tips for Children in a School Zone
Teach your child to keep five giant steps away from the front of the school bus before crossing the street. That way, the driver can see your child. 

Make sure your child waits for the driver to signal that it's safe to cross in front of the bus.

Teach your child to look "left-right-left" after getting off the bus to make sure traffic is stopped. 

Teach your child to ask the bus driver for help if they drop something under the bus. 

Ensure that your child's clothing has no loose drawstrings and that backpack straps are short. This avoids catching clothing on the handrail or bus door. 
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 Halloween Safety Tips
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· Plan costumes that are bright and reflective. Make sure that shoes fit well and that costumes are short enough to prevent tripping, entanglement or contact with flame. 
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Consider adding reflective tape or striping to costumes and trick-or-treat bags for greater visibility. 
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Secure emergency identification (name, address, phone number) discreetly within Halloween attire or on a bracelet. 

· Because a mask can limit or block eyesight, consider non-toxic and hypoallergenic makeup                   or a decorative hat as a safe alternative. 

· When shopping for costumes, wigs and accessories purchase only those with a label indicating they are flame resistant. 

· Think twice before using simulated knives, guns or swords. If such props must be used, be certain they do not appear authentic, and are soft and flexible to prevent injury. 

· Obtain flashlights with fresh batteries for                                      all children and their escorts. 

· Plan ahead to use only battery-powered lanterns                        or chemical light sticks in place of candles in             decorations and costumes. 

· Teach children their home phone number and to how call 9-1-1 if they have an emergency or become lost.  Remind them that 9-1-1 can be dialed free from any phone. 

· Review with your children "Stop-Drop-Roll", should their clothes catch on fire. 

· Openly discuss appropriate and inappropriate behavior at Halloween time. 

· Consider purchasing individually packaged healthy food alternatives (or safe non-food treats) for those who visit your home. 

· Take extra effort to eliminate tripping hazards on your porch and walkway. Check around your property for flowerpots, low tree limbs, support wires or garden hoses that may prove hazardous to young children rushing from house to house. 

· Learn or review CPR skills to aid someone who is choking or having a heart attack. 

A Fatal  Van Rollover in Texas, Causing 4 Fatalities  
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